
attachm
ent

to
tradition,the

diff
erences

in
culture

m
ay

be
m
odest,but

they
take

their
m
ission

to
provide

readers
w
ith

diversity
in
coverage

seriously.

C
haracters

w
ho

contribute
to

any
of

these
m
ay

be
typicalprofessionaljournalists.They

m
ay

perhaps
be

less
professionally

successfulthan
the

reporters
for

the
LA

Tim
es

or
possibly

possessing
an

iconoclastic
disposition

despite
an

otherw
ise

old-fashioned
attachm

ent
to

journalistic
tradition.

La
O
pinión

is
the

second
largest

m
edia

co-op
after

the
LA

Tim
es.It

has
a
subscriber

base
of

1.4
m
illion

and
a
w
eekly

audience
of

12
m
illion.Though

La
O
pinión

publishes
in
a
dozen

languages
(like

m
ost

m
edia),it

retains
a
policy

of
using

Spanish
as

the
language

of
drafting

to
m
aintain

the
qualities

that
historically

distinguished
it
as

the
largest

Spanish
language

print
new

s
daily

in
the

U
nited

States.

C
haracters

w
ho

w
ork

for
La

O
pinión

are
straightforw

ard
m
ainstream

journalists
w
ho

do
good

w
ork

w
ith

a
less

reverentialand
self-m

ythologizing
attitude

than
m
any

w
riters

for
the

LA
Tim

es.

K
N
O
CK

LA
is
know

n
as

one
of

the
m
ost

dogged
independent

new
s
outfi

ts
in
SoC

al.Their
subscriber

base
of

600,000
supports

a
staff

of
900,not

just
fi
nancially

but
w
ith

participation
in
one

of
the

m
ost

w
ell-organized

citizen
journalism

netw
orks

in
Pacifi

ca.K
N
O
C
K
takes

pride
in
relying

m
ore

heavily
on

w
histleblow

ers
and

em
bedded

m
id-

and
low

er-levelstaff
sources

than
on

contacts
w
ith

positions
of

influence
in
order

to
relentlessly

uncover
abuses

of
pow

er
and

other
m
isbehavior

of
public

interest.

C
haracters

w
ho

w
ork

for
K
N
O
C
K
are

likely
to

be
counter-culturalists

and
politicalradicals

w
ho

prefer
m
aking

the
pow

erfuluncom
fortable

m
ore

than
m
aking

them
selves

com
fortable.

Pasadena
Com

m
unity

College
M
edia

(PCC
M
edia)

is
the

student-run
m
edia

netw
ork

of
Pasadena

C
om

m
unity

C
ollege.PC

C
M
edia’s

new
sroom

and
broadcast

studio
has

a
higher

turnover
of

contributors
than

m
ost

m
edia

co-ops
due

to
its

m
ajority

student
staff

,but
it’s

know
n
for

elevating
the

voices
of

m
any

early
career

journalists
alongside

m
any

respected
seasoned

journalists.It
has

a
reputation

for
presenting

new
s
and

culture
w
ithin

the
m
ainstream

of
its

audience,w
hich

is
slightly

younger
and

m
ore

progressive
than

the
average

of
Southern

C
alifornia.

Com
m
unity

Posts
are

sm
allcitizen

journalism
netw

orks
that

are
usually

organized
by

neighborhoods
and

cities
(such

as
the

K
oreatow

n
C
om

m
unity

Post,the
Inglew

ood
C
om

m
unity

Post,etc.).C
om

m
unity

Posts
rely

on
netw

orks
of

thousands
of

am
ateur

contributors
to

provide
the

fastest
on-the-scene

coverage,often
of

hyperlocalevents
like

dow
ned

pow
er

lines
or

traffi
c
accidents.The

tone
of

coverage
is
far

less
professional,and

overallquality
varies

greatly
betw

een
localchapters,but

the
near

universalplacem
ent

provided
by

so
m
any

contributors
m
ake

C
om

m
unity

Posts
a
recognized

and
valuable

com
ponent

of
the

m
edia

landscape.

C
haracters

w
ho

are
a
part

of
a
C
om

m
unity

Post
are

likely
not

fulltim
e
journalists,though

they
m
ay

stillhave
years

of
experience.If

they’re
a
part

of
any

guild,it
is
likely

the
U
nion

of
Independent

and
C
itizen

Journalists.
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defi
ned

and
appointed

by
m
em

bers
of

the
com

pact.In
the

province
of

Southern
C
alifornia,

the
Free

Protectors
N
etw

ork
is
the

prim
ary

approved
source

of
help

in
a
crisis,and

the
Independent

Investigators
N
etw

ork
is
the

prim
ary

approved
investigative

body.Signatories
set

their
policies

at
annualconferences

through
sim

ilar
dem

ocratic
system

s
as

m
ost

institutions.

The
com

pact
does

not
supersede

the
broader

law
,so

a
signatory

can
stillbe

arrested
and

tried
if
caught

com
m
itting

an
illegalact

by
a
non-signatory.A

dditionally,signing
the

contract
does

not
prevent

a
signatory

from
breaching

the
term

s
of

the
com

pact,for
instance

by
calling

on
the

broader
legalstructure

if
they

choose
to.D

oing
so

w
illsim

ply
violate

the
term

s
of

the
com

pact,and
require

a
hearing

to
determ

ine
if
the

off
ender

can
rem

ain
a

m
em

ber
of

the
com

pact.

M
em

bers
frequently

congregate
and

associate
am

ong
them

selves.O
ften

a
part

of
tow

n
or

a
building

or
set

of
floors

in
a
housing

tow
er

w
illbe

know
n
as

a
Lib

area,just
as

m
em

bers
of

m
any

religious
or

socialidentity
groups

congregate.The
m
em

bership
of

the
group

can
include

a
surprising

m
ix
of

right-leaning
libertarians,left-leaning

anarchists
as

w
ellas

counter
culturalists,non-affi

liated
politicalradicals,and

m
em

bers
of

historically
m
arginalized

groups
such

as
im

m
igrants

and
refugees

w
ho

have
low

trust
tow

ards
the

governm
ent-run

system
of

law
.

Journalism
In

m
any

w
ays,journalism

is
practiced

sim
ilarly

to
how

it
has

been
done

historically,w
ith

the
m
ajor

distinction
of

being
freed

from
the

fi
nancialcoercion

of
advertisers

and
w
ealthy

ow
ners.N

ew
s
m
edia

institutions
exist

as
co-ops

w
ithin

w
hich

journalists
have

broad
freedom

.Journalist
characters

can
be

affi
liated

w
ith

a
variety

of
institutions,including

legacy
organizations

and
new

ones.

The
Los

Angeles
Tim

es
is
the

w
idely

read
m
ainstream

chronicle
of

new
s
for

and
about

the
Los

A
ngeles

region.The
Tim

es
has

a
staff

of
over

1800
professionaljournalists

and
roughly

as
m
any

regular
non-staff

contributors.The
cooperative

is
m
anaged

by
a
board

of
tw
enty-nine

m
em

bers
in
w
hich

tw
elve

seats
are

chosen
by

the
staff

,tw
elve

by
the

subscribers,fi
ve

by
the

other
tw
enty-four

board
m
em

bers.The
Tim

es
m
aintains

bureaus
on

every
continent,as

w
ellas

on
Luna,M

ars,and
in
M
ed

Earth
O
rbit.They

have
a

subscribership
of

2
m
illion

and
reach

a
w
eekly

audience
of

nearly
20

m
illion

people.

C
haracters

affi
liated

w
ith

the
LA

Tim
es

are
typically

som
ew

hat
old-fashioned

in
their

dogm
atic

neutrality
and

adherence
to

conservative
view

s
on

reporting.They
are

generally
thorough

and
com

petent
investigators

w
ith

strong
connections,but

m
ay

be
beholden

to
their

need
to

protect
access.

The
Santa

M
onica

Tim
es,The

O
range

County
Register,and

The
Long

Beach
Press-Telegram

are
each

sm
aller

traditionalnew
s
operations

that
cater

to
the

readership
tastes

of
their

specifi
c
city.They’re

each
betw

een
half

and
a
tenth

the
size

of
the

LA
Tim

es,
but

their
editors

operate
under

an
im

plicit
expectation

to
present

view
s
that

augm
ent

and
challenge

the
coverage

of
the

LA
Tim

es.A
s
additionalm

ainstream
m
edia

co-ops
w
ith

an
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CalM
atters

is
a
nationalm

edia
netw

ork
dedicated

to
in-depth

policy
coverage.C

alM
atters

provides
politicalcoverage,but

em
phasizes

its
fundam

entalfocus
on

policy,and
attem

pts
to

cover
politics

through
this

lens.

Fairness
and

Accuracy
In

Reporting
(FAIR

)
is
a
m
edia

analysis
netw

ork
focused

on
providing

new
s
on

the
state

of
the

m
edia

industry
and

holding
journalists

and
m
edia

organizations
accountable

for
the

quality
and

fairness
of

their
coverage.It

is
a
preem

inent
m
edia

w
atchdog

w
ithin

the
diverse

and
som

etim
es

contentious
m
edia

analysis
and

criticism
subculture.

The
N
ew

s
G
uild

of
the

Com
m
unication

W
orkers

of
Pacifi

ca
(TN

G
-CW

P)
and

The
N
ationalU

nion
of

Journalists
(N
U
J
)
are

the
tw
o
dom

inant
trade

unions
of

journalists
in

the
LA

region.They
provide

professionalm
entorship,organization,representation,and

legal
assistance

to
m
em

bers
to

support
the

health
and

functioning
of

the
industry

and
its

w
orkers.

The
SoCalU

nion
of

Independent
and

Citizen
Journalists

(U
ICJ

)
is
a
trade

union
that

organizes
journalists

unaffi
liated

w
ith

traditionalm
edia

organizations.
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prescriptions
m
eant

to
fully

transform
the

culprit
as

m
uch

as
is
necessary

to
produce

an
individualw

ho
w
ould

never
com

m
it
the

violation
in
question

again.It
w
illseek

to
provide

com
fort

to
those

aff
ected

and
reassurance

to
the

com
m
unity

that
they

should
have

no
fear

of
a
reoff

ense.This
m
ay

require
m
ultiple

years
of

detention
w
ith

counseling,relocation
to

an
area

w
here

the
victim

ized
w
illnot

need
to

interact
w
ith

the
culprit,and/or

a
set

of
enforced

requirem
ents

that
the

culprit
adhere

to
w
hich

are
intended

to
force

them
to

spend
the

rest
of

their
life

fulfi
lling

som
e
m
easure

of
the

lost
potentialof

the
person

w
ho

died.
O
verall,the

process
is
m
eant

to
undo

as
m
uch

of
an

irreversible
act

as
possible

w
ithout

im
posing

purely
anger-m

otivated
costs

on
the

w
orld

beyond
w
hat

has
already

been
lost

in
the

process.

Treatm
ent

of
unreform

able
individuals

B
ecause

detention
is
used

purely
for

the
purposes

of
assessm

ent
and

rehabilitation,
involuntary

incarceration
of

longer
than

fi
ve

years
is
highly

uncom
m
on.In

cases
w
here

a
court

concludes
that

a
person

is
beyond

rehabilitation,they
are

given
the

option
of

either
indefi

nite
voluntary

supervised
detention

(w
ith

the
option

to
be

periodically
reassessed

to
determ

ine
w
hether

they’ve
becom

e
capable

of
reform

)or
else

banishm
ent.

B
anishm

ent
consists

of
fi
nding

another
place

far
aw

ay
that

is
w
illing

to
off

er
housing

and
integration

into
a
new

area
to

an
individualso

that
they

can
start

a
new

life.It
com

es
w
ith

clear
instructions

of
w
here

the
sentenced

person
m
ay

not
travelunder

threat
of

incarceration
and

resentencing.They
can

petition
to

have
a
banishm

ent
lifted

or
for

a
lim

ited
visitation

or
supervised

passage
to

another
area

w
ith

satisfactory
cause,but

otherw
ise

individuals
w
ho

violate
their

banishm
ent

or
reoff

end
in
their

new
hom

e
m
ay

eventually
fi
nd

them
selves

w
elcom

e
now

here
at

all.In
such

cases
they

have
no

other
available

destination
besides

perm
anent

detention
or

one
of

roughly
tw
o-dozen

banishm
ent

colonies.These
colonies

are
law

less
islands

w
here

no
food

or
shelter

is
provided

and
no

governm
ent

enforces
any

law
or

hum
an

right.

Regulation
of

W
eapons

The
construction

of
m
ost

w
eapons

is
not

banned,but
the

construction
of

a
w
eapon

used
for

harm
carries

liability
for

anyone
w
ho

produced
it
or

played
a
hand

in
passing

it
along

to
its

fi
naluser.

M
ost

w
eapons

are
crafted

specifi
cally

for
an

intended
end-user

in
m
ind,and

the
creator

and
chain

of
custody

of
a
w
eapon

is
public

inform
ation.To

m
ake

or
transfer

a
w
eapon

discreetly
is
considered

highly
suspicious

behavior,and
doing

so
can

lead
to

severe
consequences

if
a
w
eapon

w
hose

source
w
as

concealed
is
used

to
cause

harm
.Though

uncom
m
on,exchanging

a
w
eapon

w
ithout

publicly
docum

enting
its

transfer
can

at
tim

es
be

grounds
for

crim
inalprosecution

by
itself.

The
Liberty

Com
pact

The
Liberty

C
om

pact
is
a
set

of
agreem

ents
entered

into
betw

een
signatories

on
how

to
resolve

disputes.It
is
a
m
eans

for
libertarians

and
anarchists

to
set

up
a
parallelsocial

contract
w
ith

its
ow

n
pseudo-legalstructures.For

exam
ple,Liberty

C
om

pact
Signatories

–
colloquially

know
n
as

“Libs”
–
agree

not
to

callon
m
ost

m
ainstream

law
enforcem

ent
to

resolve
an

issue.They
agree

to
seek

judgm
ents

against
one

another
in
courts

of
arbitration
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Technology
Technology

underpins
a
lot

of
the

thrills
and

escapism
of

these
stories,and

traditionally
off

ers
the

foundation
for

philosophicalthem
es

around
w
hich

m
any

sci-fi
stories

are
built.

H
ere

are
som

e
descriptions

of
the

w
ays

players
encounter

the
technology

of
the

era
w
ithin

stories.

B
iotechnicalAugm

entation
C
ybernetic

augm
entation

is
a
centralelem

ent
of

cyberpunk
w
ith

w
hich

m
ost

scifi
fans

are
very

fam
iliar.This

w
orld

can
accom

m
odate

m
ost

of
these,how

ever
celltherapies,genetics,

and
chem

istry
are

m
ore

typicaltools
than

electronics.The
G
M
w
illset

the
tone,but

the
choice

to
replace

a
lost

lim
b
w
ith

a
regenerated

or
vat-grow

n
one

instead
of

a
prosthesis

is
encouraged.This

is
reflects

tw
o
distinctions

from
traditionalcyberpunk

that
players

and
G
M
s
should

consider:

1.
C
yberpunk

w
as

heavily
influenced

by
the

1980’s,and
m
echatronics

w
ere

the
futuristic

tech
of

the
era.Today,genetics

and
cellbiology

occupy
sim

ilar
places

in
the

cultural
im

agination.

2.
C
ybernetics

have
often

been
used

in
cyberpunk

to
explore

them
es

of
incom

patibility
betw

een
hum

ans
and

technology.Solarpunk
invites

audiences
to

consider
w
hat

it
w
ould

m
ean

to
dissolve

artifi
cialboundaries,including

those
betw

een
hum

ans
and

technology.

M
ajor

lifestyle
augm

entations
and

their
subcultures

W
hile

m
any

people
have

one
or

severalm
inor

augm
entations

for
health

or
convenience,

there
are

som
e
subcultures

based
on

the
use

of
m
ultiple

augm
entations

that
drastically

shape
their

lived
experience.These

people
are

often
called

m
odificados,or

m
odos.M

ost
of

these
m
odifi

cations
are

som
atic

in
nature,m

eaning
that

these
changes

are
not

hereditary.
Few

m
od

artists
w
illperform

germ
-line

gene
editing

for
purely

elective
reasons

because
m
ost

consider
it
unethical(though

not
all).A

s
a
consequence,m

ost
m
odos

stillproduce
children

w
ho

rem
ain

“stock-hum
an”

or
“heirloom

hum
an”

(as
m
inim

ally-m
odifi

ed
hum

ans
are

know
n).

Aguam
odos

A
quatic

adaptations
are

often
coupled

together.W
hile

not
everyone

w
ith

m
odifi

ed
hem

oglobin
for

enhanced
breathholding

has
gills

too,m
ost

people
w
ith

gills
have

enhanced
hem

oglobin,enhanced
cellular

respiration
effi

ciency,underw
ater

vision,and
tolerance

to
cold.People

w
ho’ve

m
odifi

ed
them

selves
suffi

ciently
to

spend
long

durations
underw

ater
are

referred
to

as
“aquatic

m
odifi

cados”
in
form

alterm
s
and

“aguam
odos”

in
casualdiscussion,

or
som

etim
es

just
“aguas”

or
“aguados”.

134

Courts
of

Law
C
ourts

of
law

are
sim

ilar
to

the
m
odern

age
in
their

use
of

judges
and

juries,though
their

culture
is
quite

diff
erent.Entities

accused
of

com
m
itting

w
rongdoing

are
entitled

to
a
public

trialpresided
over

by
judges

appointed
by

a
legislature.The

biggest
change

is
that

the
goal

of
any

court
is
to

serve
the

public
good

rather
than

categorize
people

in
rigid

defi
nitions

for
the

purpose
of

preserving
faith

in
a
system

of
ruthlessly

im
personallegalstructures.

For
exam

ple,if
a
person

in
the

present
day

is
charged

w
ith

robbing
a
convenience

store,the
court

fi
rst

seeks
to

identify
if
they

are
the

person
w
ho

robbed
the

store,then
w
hich

of
a

dozen
possible

violations
they

com
m
itted.W

as
it
burglary?

B
urglary

and
A
ssault?

A
ggravated

assault?
W
hat

enhancem
ents

apply?
O
nce

it
is
determ

ined
that

the
accused

is
guilty

of
the

term
s
selected,they

are
sentenced

to
punishm

ents
according

to
a
com

plex
rubric

m
eant

to
establish

roughly
consistent

punishm
ent

of
sim

ilar
off

enses.

In
gam

e,a
court

is
tasked

m
ore

broadly
w
ith

identifying
w
hat

happened,w
ho

it
aff

ected,
how

,and
w
hy.The

responsibility
of

the
court

is
to

attem
pt

to
undo

harm
s
and

dim
inish

the
likelihood

of
future

harm
s.C

ourts
are

typically
presided

over
by

a
panelof

three
or

m
ore

judges,w
ho

are
referred

to
by

nam
e
and

the
title

of
“Judge”

w
ithout

antiquated
honorifi

cs.
They

dress
in
m
odern

professionalattire
and

sit
at

ground
levelw

ith
the

rest
of

the
court.

Sentencing
and

Restoration
In

the
case

of
an

arm
ed

robbery,the
court

m
ay

require
the

culprit
to

restore
the

w
ellbeing

of
the

violated
through

apology
and

reasonable
acts

of
service.It

w
illassess

the
m
otivations

of
the

culprit
and

assign
a
sentence

inform
ed

by
research

to
m
ost

likely
change

their
behavior.That

m
ay

be
som

e
com

bination
of

a
brief

detention,group
therapy,public

sham
e,or

fam
ily

intervention.A
llof

this
is
on

top
of

an
expectation

to
replace

w
hat

w
as

taken.

Exclusion

B
ecause

of
the

highly
transparent

nature
of

society,individuals
w
ho

com
m
it
harm

are
publicly

know
n,and

w
illlikely

face
exclusion

from
m
any

recreationalspaces
for

a
tim

e.
U
nlike

in
the

present,w
here

such
a
m
ark

can
lead

to
a
devastating

loss
of

housing
or

incom
e,such

a
m
ark

w
illnot

interfere
w
ith

access
to

basic
necessities,but

w
illlikely

cause
exclusion,untilam

ends
are

m
ade

to
the

satisfaction
of

the
public.It

m
ay

lim
it
the

restaurants
or

theaters
available

to
som

eone.M
ost

places
exercise

exclusion
judiciously,

though,so
a
m
ark

of
theft

from
18

m
onths

ago
w
on’t

likely
prevent

som
eone

from
joining

their
localart

studio,for
instance.It

m
ight

prevent
them

from
being

granted
unsupervised

access
untilthey’ve

built
up

suffi
cient

trust,though.

U
nrestorable

H
arm

s

In
the

case
of

crim
es

w
hich

cannot
be

undone
(such

as
m
urder),it’s

understood
that

the
consequences

for
the

culprit
w
illbe

lifelong.R
ather

than
dem

onstrate
this

through
perm

anent
incarceration

or
capitalpunishm

ent,the
court

w
illattem

pt
to

identify
a
set

of
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A
guam

odos
vary

signifi
cantly

in
their

behavior
and

lifestyle.Som
e
are

dedicated
surfers

and
lovers

of
the

ocean
w
ho

live
on

land
but

spend
their

days
in
the

shallow
s
of

lakes
and

oceans.Som
e
spend

w
eeks

at
a
tim

e
excursioning

in
groups

that
hunt,live,and

sleep
in
the

sea.A
nd

w
hile

rare,som
e
reject

the
land

entirely,and
m
ay

treat
the

people
w
ho

live
on

it
w
ith

deep
hostility.Such

aguam
odos

m
ay

have
augm

entations
that

m
ake

living
on

land
im

possible
(such

as
m
erfolk

tails),and
m
ay

identify
as

fae
folk.

Astrom
odos

A
strom

odos
are

people
w
ho’ve

acquired
m
odifi

cations
to

facilitate
living

off
-w

orld.These
include

resistance
to

m
any

of
the

deleterious
eff

ects
of

life
outside

of
Earth’s

gravity,
atm

osphere,and
radiation

belt.Som
e
are

settlers
building

lives
on

Luna
or

M
ars.O

thers
are

adventurous
travelers

w
ho

crew
the

ships
carrying

people
and

cargo
w
ithin

low
-Earth

orbit
and

betw
een

alloutposts
beyond.The

m
ost

hearty
of

the
A
stros

w
illprove

their
m
ettle

by
sprinting

from
one

airlock
of

a
ship

or
station

to
another

via
thrustor,m

agnetic
boots,or

grapnelw
ithout

the
protection

of
a
pressurized

extravehicular
activity

suit.Typical
m
odifi

cations
can

allow
around

4
m
inutes

of
conscious

activity
in
the

vacuum
of

space,and
20

m
inutes

of
survival.The

endurance
record

is
held

by
Lucinda

Starchart,w
ho

fully
recovered

after
enduring

48
m
inutes

of
exposure

to
vacuum

during
a
catastrophe

at
the

Yohonilunar
factory

in
2109,likely

by
virtue

of
putting

on
a
nose

clip
and

goggles
before

losing
consciousness.
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Southern
California

Investigative
Society

Investigative
Societies

are
analogous

to
the

FB
I,or

state
investigators.They

include
the

Southern
C
alifornia

Investigative
Society,the

Investigative
Society

of
B
ritish

C
olum

bia,The
Pacifi

ca
Investigative

Society,etc.They
operate

sim
ilarly

to
city

detective
leagues,but

select
only

the
m
ost

experienced
and

clever
investigators

in
order

to
solve

crim
es

and
unravelm

ysteries
larger

in
geography

and
scope

than
city

detective
leagues.Friction

and
egos

m
ay

em
erge

w
hen

cases
attract

the
attention

of
both

city
detective

leagues
and

regional,national,or
internationalinvestigative

societies.

Interplanetary
Society

of
Investigators

The
Interplanetary

Society
of

Investigators
is
a
trade

union
that

coordinates
betw

een
investigators

separated
by

vacuum
.It

doesn’t
operate

as
a
prim

ary
investigative

agency,
but

rather
coordinates

intelligence
sharing

betw
een

various
investigators

and
agencies.

Independent
Investigators

N
etw

ork

The
Independent

Investigators
N
etw

ork
is
a
loose

confederation
of

private
eyes

that
choose

to
operate

w
ith

a
degree

of
distance

from
the

structures
of

city
detective

leagues.They
fi
nd

and
take

cases
directly

from
individuals

or
groups

w
ho

for
w
hatever

reason
either

choose
not

to
w
ork

w
ith

city
detectives

or
cannot

secure
their

cooperation.It
is
for

this
reason

that
they

are
the

investigators
of

choice
for

signatories
of

the
Liberty

C
om

pact.

M
edic

N
etw

orks

M
edics

and
em

ergency
m
edicalresponders

are
organized,trained,and

credentialed
through

netw
orks

typically
affi

liated
w
ith

hospitals
and

other
caregiving

institutions.M
edics

all
respond

to
crisis

calls
regardless

of
w
hich

protector
agency

m
ight

be
preferred.

Firefi
ghters’B

rigades

Firefi
ghters

are
organized

in
localbrigades

for
responding

to
localized

environm
ental

dangers.They
m
aintain

lines
of

com
m
unication

w
ith

county,provincial,national,and
internationalorganizing

bodies
for

sharing
training

approaches
and

coordinating
in
the

case
of

larger
disasters.

Crisis
Agencies

&
CivilD

efense

The
nationalC

ivilD
efense

of
Pacifi

ca
and

other
civildefense

forces
operate

as
non-com

bat
m
ilitary

branches
w
hich

respond
to

extrem
e
em

ergencies.These
fallw

ithin
the

category
of

crisis
agencies:institutions

w
hich

exist
to

respond
to

extrem
e
w
eather,infrastructure

failure,
public

health
em

ergencies,etc..These
are

described
further

under
M
ilitaries.They

generally
aren’t

active
outside

of
a
state

of
em

ergency,but
there

is
a
substantialoverlap

in
m
em

bership
betw

een
fi
refi

ghters
and

defenders.It
w
ould

also
m
ake

sense
for

characters
w
ho

are
m
em

bers
of

a
crisis

agency
or

a
m
em

ber
of

the
civildefense

to
also

be
a
m
em

ber
of

a
protectors

netw
ork

or
another

localm
unicipalservice

organization.
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Survivalist
M
odifi

cados,Locom
odos,and

Fae
Folk

People
w
ho

possess
a
collection

of
m
odifi

cations
intended

to
allow

for
indefi

nite
survivalin

the
w
ilderness

are
called

Survivalist
M
odifi

cados
in
technicaldiscussions

and
“locom

odos”
or

“locos”
in
casualdiscussion.These

slang
term

s
can

be
interpreted

as
aff

ectionate
or

disparaging
depending

on
the

context
and

tone
of

voice.B
asic

survivalist
m
odifi

cations
typically

include
resilience

to
tem

perature
and

heightened
senses

of
sight,hearing,and

sm
ell,along

w
ith

reduced
dietary

requirem
ents

w
hich

allow
one

to
live

m
ore

lightly
on

the
land.V

isible
non-hum

an
anim

altraits
such

as
fur

and
claw

s
are

com
m
on,

and
often

delineate
culturaldiff

erences
in

lifestyle
and

relation
to

the
w
ildlands.Individuals

w
ho

retain
a
hum

an
appearance

often
w
ear

clothes
and

live
in

fabricated
structures

at
the

edge
of

developable
land.Those

w
ho

grow
fur

or
com

m
it
to

other
extensive

bodym
ods

often
forgo

clothes
m
ostly

or
altogether

and
live

further
out

in
undeveloped

w
ildlands.These

people
m
ay

practice
any

num
ber

of
ideologies

or
belong

to
alternative

identity
groups,including

the
fae,

w
ho

em
ulate

the
m
ythical

denizens
of

the
forests.

Though
w
ith

allthings,
culturaldelineations

are
fuzzy.

Locom
odos

are
often

recreationalexplorers
or

live
w
ithin

the
w
ider

m
ainstream

com
m
unity,

even
if
they

m
ay

prefer
to

reside
in
ruralsettings.Though

exceptions
exist,fae

folk
are

m
ore

likely
to

live
in
cloistered

com
m
unes

in
w
ildlands

w
here

perm
anent

structures
are

forbidden.
The

w
ildlands

are
spaces

w
here

few
rules

are
enforced

by
governm

ents.In
these

spaces,fae
folk

w
illset

up
food

gardens
and

m
anage

their
ow

n
rules

on
w
ho

can
partake

from
their

w
ild

gardens
and

reside
in
the

territory
they

occupy.
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Los
Angeles

Protectors
League

(LAPL)

The
LA

Protectors
League

is
the

prim
ary

m
odern

crisis
response

agency
in
the

city.LA
PL

volunteer
responders

do
not

carry
fi
rearm

s
and

participate
in
a
rigorous

screening
and

training
process

to
confer

m
em

bership
only

on
those

w
ho

dem
onstrate

a
tem

peram
ent

suitable
for

hum
ility

and
service.

They
pride

them
selves

on
a
strict

application
of

their
codes

of
duty

to
all,even

one
another.M

ost
are

trained
m
artialartists

and
allfollow

a
strict

code
of

conduct
that

requires
eff

orts
to

deescalate
all

situations
and

a
com

m
itm

ent
to

the
preservation

of
light

&
life

above
all

else.It
w
as

out
of

appreciation
for

these
qualities

that
the

LA
city

councilappointed
them

the
prim

ary
designated

protector
agency

for
the

city
in
2111.

Los
Angeles

Free
Protectors

N
etw

ork
(LAFPN

)

The
LA

Free
Protectors

N
etw

ork
follow

s
a
loose

but
sim

ple
directive:care

for
the

needy
and

oppose
the

oppressive.They
exercise

relaxed
oversight

of
their

m
em

bers,but
are

w
ellknow

n
to

tolerate
no

corruption
or

deliberate
departure

from
their

m
ission

of
doing

good.W
ithin

these
term

s,m
em

bers
are

free
to

use
w
hatever

m
eans

they
prefer

to
achieve

an
acceptable

outcom
e,w

ith
alleff

orts
m
ade

to
resolve

situations
w
ithout

the
need

to
bring

anyone
into

contact
w
ith

the
broader

crim
inaljustice

system
.For

this
reason,they

are
the

go-to
source

of
aid

for
signatories

of
the

Liberty
C
om

pact.It
is
understood

by
all,how

ever,that
any

m
em

ber
arrested

by
the

larger
legalsystem

is
expected

to
answ

er
for

those
charges.

Los
Angeles

D
etective

League

The
LA

D
etective

League
is
the

localchapter
of

the
ubiquitous

C
ity

D
etective

Leagues.These
locally-organized

volunteer
societies

recruit,train,and
supervise

their
ow

n
roster

of
volunteers

in
the

sam
e
w
ay

as
m
ost

other
protector

and
investigator

agencies.The
LA

D
L
are

regular
partners

of
the

LA
C
O
P
and

LA
PL

in
solving

m
ysteries

to
apprehend

w
rongdoers,

collect
evidence,and

uncover
the

truth
in
pursuit

of
restoring

victim
s.
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Are
locom

odos
the

sam
e
as

fae
folk?

Locom
odos

are
hum

ans
w
ho

augm
ent

them
selves

to
live

w
ith

m
ore

capability
in
w
ilderness.

Fae
folk

are
people

w
ho

m
odelthem

selves
in
lifestyle

and
association

after
the

forest
spirits

and
fairies

of
legend.These

tw
o
groups

have
a
high

degree
of

overlap,but
are

not
interchangeable.M

ost
(but

not
all)fae

are
locom

odos.M
any

(but
not

even
m
ost)locom

odos
are

fae.M
any

sovereigns
and

pastoralists
adopt

one
or

m
ore

survivalist
augm

entations,but
never

em
brace

the
label“locom

odo”.For
details,see

W
ildlands

M
anagem

ent.

Like
m
ost

identity
classes,if

you’re
ever

unsure,the
easiest

w
ay

to
diff

erentiate
is
to

ask.

Cyborgs
&
Transhum

anists

The
term

“cyborg”
is
a
culturalidentifi

er
for

people
w
ho

em
brace

the
use

of
cybernetics

to
expand

their
organic

faculties.M
any

cyborgs
believe

strongly
in
principles

of
transhum

anism
and

posthum
anism

:the
philosophicalexam

ination
of

w
hat

the
species

m
ay

becom
e
if

untethered
from

lim
itations

of
organic

system
s.W

hat
this

m
eans

varies
w
idely

from
person-to-person,but

typically
m
ost

em
brace

the
values

of
collectivism

and
responsibility

for
m
aintaining

a
balanced

ecosystem
(w
ithin

both
the

biosphere
and

technosphere).

In
cyberpunk,cyborgs

are
frequently

used
to

reinforce
a
belief

in
m
ind-body

dualism
and

hum
an-nature

dualism
.H

ere,players
are

encouraged
to

explore
these

topics
w
ith

a
broader

curiosity
for

w
hat

the
synthesis

of
organic

and
technologicalsystem

s
could

m
ean

for
the

future
of

individuals,society,and
the

w
eb

of
light

that
connects

allthings.
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Law
and

Justice
Service

O
rganizations

Professionalpolicing
has

been
abolished

and
replaced

by
organizations

of
volunteer

citizen
protectors

and
investigators

w
hich

exist
alongside

other
fi
rst

responders
to

aid
those

in
need.There

are
m
ultiple

diff
erent

organizations
that

fi
lleach

of
these

roles.A
llof

these
organizations

and
their

responders
are

staff
ed

by
norm

alcivilians
w
ith

no
unique

authority
w
ho

m
ust

follow
the

sam
e
law

s
as

everyone
else.They

act
in
service,not

to
im

pose
control.

Protectors
are

typically
sum

m
oned

by
distress

calls.U
nlike

in
the

present
(in

w
hich

all
distress

calls
are

routed
through

city
em

ergency
services

via
a
911

call),each
city

resident
can

choose
how

to
direct

a
distress

callin
their

personaldevices.M
ost

w
illissue

a
general

distress
call,w

hich
operates

sim
ilarly

to
calling

city
em

ergency
services.B

ut
som

e
m
ay

issue
calls

selectively
to

a
specifi

c
group

or
set

of
groups.For

instance,Liberty
C
om

pact
signatories

w
illonly

issue
distress

calls
to

the
Free

Protectors
N
etw

ork
or

other
“Libs”

in
the

area.R
esidents

of
som

e
of

the
m
ore

upscale
parts

of
tow

n
often

set
their

distress
calls

to
sum

m
on

the
m
ore

old
fashioned

C
ivilian

O
rder

of
Protectors

and
then

w
ait

severalm
inutes

before
sum

m
oning

allother
protector

netw
orks

if
a
C
O
P
isn’t

available
to

respond
fi
rst.

Each
of

these
groups

can
be

used
as

a
tem

plate
for

sim
ilar

groups
in
any

m
ajor

city.

Los
Angeles

Civilian
O
rder

of
Protectors

(LACO
P)

The
LA

C
O
P
is
an

organization
of

trained
responders

know
n
for

a
traditionalist

sense
of

m
aintaining

order.W
hile

they
operate

w
ith

a
w
ellrespected

dedication
to

service,they
are

know
n
for

preserving
an

antiquated
sense

of
separation

and
elevation

that
m
any

consider
the

prim
ary

destructive
quality

of
police

departm
ents

of
the

tw
entieth

century.They
are

by-and-large
seen

as
w
ellintentioned

and
strict

in
their

eff
orts

to
eject

corrupt
m
em

bers.
Even

so,the
Los

A
ngeles

city
councildesignated

the
Los

A
ngeles

Protectors
League

as
the

city’s
prim

ary
response

agency
in
place

of
the

LA
C
O
P
a
decade

earlier
due

to
scandals

in
w
hich

LA
C
O
P
m
em

bers
w
ere

caught
show

ing
preferentialtreatm

ent
tow

ards
other

m
em

bers
in
cases

of
m
inor

infractions.They
are

stilllikely
to

arrive
at

the
scene

of
distress

if
som

eone
sends

out
a
generaldistress

m
essage,and

they
m
ay

be
som

e
neighborhoods’preferred

response
agency.
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Cyberspace
and

eX
tended

Reality
(X
R
)

A
dvancem

ent
in
the

hardw
are

and
softw

are
of

virtualreality
has

reached
a
point

in
w
hich

it’s
possible

to
sim

ulate
a
fully

convincing
alternate

reality.This
is
em

ployed
across

a
variety

of
applications

ranging
from

an
augm

ented
view

of
one’s

im
m
ediate

surroundings
to

a
convincing

virtualsubstitute.

This
technology

is
not

m
agical.It

relies
on

an
array

of
tools

to
sim

ulate
convincing

input
for

allrelevant
sensory

organs.A
standard

set
of

X
R
goggles

can
convincingly

display
im

ages
at

a
resolution

and
refresh

rate
better

than
the

organic
eye

can
observe.A

standard
set

of
goggles

also
includes

high-fi
delity

speakers,an
olfactory

reporter,and
a
floatie.Together,

these
provide

sensory
input

that
is
consistent

enough
w
ith

biospace
so

as
to

induce
no

greater
sensory

fatigue
or

nausea
than

biospace
itself.These

are
paired

w
ith

body-
and

fi
nger-tracking

to
faithfully

m
atch

the
user’s

avatar
to

their
real-w

orld
posture.For

additionalbenefi
t,users

m
ay

em
ploy

haptic
rigs

and
other

m
echanically

positioned
objects

to
replicate

the
feelof

surfaces
in
a
virtualenvironm

ent.See
PersonalElectronics

for
details.

U
sers

m
ay

also
em

ploy
transcranialstim

ulation
devices

to
activate

regions
of

the
brain

directly.This
technology

is
w
idely

available,but
not

used
universally

during
V
R
experiences.

Transcranialstim
ulation

is
typically

used
to

enter
the

fully
convincing

sim
ulated

state
know

n
as

deep
V
R
.

D
rugs

can
also

be
used

to
m
odify

the
experience,though

m
ost

people
are

aw
are

of
the

danger
ofFaithless

Reality
Syndrom

e,or
FR

S.FR
S
includes

any
case

in
w
hich

a
person

is
confused

or
in
doubt

about
w
hether

they
are

experiencing
biospace

w
hen

they
are,as

w
ell

as
experiencing

a
m
isplaced

certainty
that

they
are

in
biospace

w
hen

they
are

not.FR
S
is
a

com
m
on

short-term
condition

after
experiencing

highly
produced

w
orks

of
X
R
art

but
is

considered
serious

if
persistent.It

is
a
com

m
on

consequence
of

im
properly

exiting
deep

V
R
.

The
m
ost

com
m
on

im
m
ediate

treatm
ent

is
Bavishi-Singh

exercises
(som

etim
es

called
the

B
avishi-Singh

test):an
individualis

provided
a
calculator,w

riting
im

plem
ents,dice,and

a
book

of
com

plex
m
athem

aticaloperations
solutions,such

as
trigonom

etry
and

exponential
tables.They

then
rollthe

dice,perform
the

prescribed
m
athem

aticaloperations
w
ith

the
calculator,and

then
perform

them
m
anually.This

process
dem

onstrates
that

the
calculator

is
accurately

solving
m
athem

aticaloperations
at

a
speed

they
could

not
possibly

perform
m
entally

in
order

to
confi

rm
that

they’re
not

in
a
dream

state.The
act

also
creates

a
calm

ing
flow

state
that

can
soothe

anxiety.

B
avishi-Singh

exercises
cannot

revealif
a
subject

is
w
ithin

a
fullreal-tim

e
sim

ulation,but
because

sim
ulations

require
a
V
R
rig

w
hich

a
skepticalsubject

could
feelw

ith
their

hands,
the

logic
of

the
exercise

is
to

prove
that

one
is
not

experiencing
som

e
kind

of
“B
rain

in
a
Jar”

sim
ulation.C

om
bined

w
ith

other
physicalexercises

and
counseling,it

can
be

a
pow

erfultool
for

alleviating
the

induced
psychosis

of
FR

S.138

A
t
each

level,budgets
and

rulem
aking

are
perform

ed
by

a
large

body
of

delegates.U
nlike

the
vote

of
a
representative,w

hen
a
delegate

casts
a
vote,they

m
erely

assign
the

starting
position

of
allthe

votes
held

by
voters

w
ho’ve

vested
a
vote

w
ith

them
.The

voters
them

selves
m
ay

then
change

their
vote

at
any

tim
e
before

the
end

of
a
voting

w
indow

if
they

disagree
w
ith

the
position

of
their

delegate,and
can

choose
to

sw
itch

w
hich

delegate
from

their
district

to
vest

their
vote

in
at

any
tim

e.In
this

w
ay,every

voter
has

the
pow

er
to

cast
their

direct
vote

in
every

legislative
m
atter

under
w
hich

they
live,and

no
delegate

can
ever

vote
against

the
direct

preferences
of

their
constituency.

Elections
of

offi
cials

are
taken

through
ranked

choice
balloting,and

legislative
bodies

seat
a

set
num

ber
of

the
top

vote-getting
delegates

from
a
region.So

rather
than

fi
ghting

ruthlessly
for

the
top

position,com
petition

to
join

a
legislative

body
takes

place
betw

een
som

ething
like

the
third

and
fourth

ranked
candidates,depending

on
the

num
ber

of
top-candidates

seated.The
num

ber
of

candidates
seated

varies
by

legislative
body,but

are
typically

betw
een

three
and

six.

A
nnualelections

determ
ine

w
ho

is
seated

in
a
body,how

ever
voters

can
assign

or
reassign

w
ho

sets
their

vote
to

any
of

the
delegates

w
hich

represent
their

district
in
a
body

at
any

tim
e.The

m
ost-favored

delegate
of

each
district

is
the

ranking
delegate,and

these
are

the
delegates

eligible
for

setting
com

m
ittee

assignm
ents.B

ecause
voters

can
declare

their
direct

preferences
on

allm
atters

before
a
legislative

body
and

change
their

preferred
delegate

at
any

tim
e,election

polling
and

elections
forecasting

are
obsolete

practices.
Elections

overallrem
ain

lively,but
gone

is
the

sense
of

pure
sport

that
characterized

so
m
uch

of
politics

in
the

previous
century.

Voters
are

also
aff

orded
m
ultiple

votes,w
ith

a
typicalfully-vested

adult
possessing

three.A
child

w
illtypically

gain
their

fi
rst

vote
w
hen

they
turn

10,and
then

an
additionalvote

at
16

and
again

at
20,provided

they
m
eet

the
eligibility

criteria
by

obtaining
sponsorship

from
fully

vested
m
em

bers
of

their
com

m
unity.R

esidents
in
m
ost

areas
can

apply
to

gain
their

vote
after

6
m
onths

of
establishing

residency
in
a
district,w

ith
the

rate
at

w
hich

they
obtain

their
fullnum

ber
of

votes
varying

by
area.

D
elegate

assem
blies

are
quite

large,and
dem

ocratic
system

s
of

organization
are

com
m
on

far
beyond

governm
ent.A

nationalassem
bly

delegate
w
illcom

m
only

represent
~200,000

people.A
provincialdelegate

m
ight

represent
~50,000.A

city
councilm

em
ber

m
ay

represent
~10,000

people.Sim
ilar

dem
ocratic

structures
are

em
ployed

in
neighborhood

councils,trade
guilds,building

resident
unions

and
any

other
w
ay

in
w
hich

people
associate

am
ong

them
selves.This

m
eans

that
system

s
of

collective
decision

m
aking

are
ubiquitous,so

it’s
com

m
on

for
characters

in
the

w
orld

to
have

personalfam
iliarity

serving
w
ithin

these
kinds

of
system

s
beyond

just
as

voters.
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N
eurospace

and
M
ind

D
iving

In
order

to
m
ore

directly
address

psychologicaland
behavioralconditions

individuals
m
ay

practice
V
R-assisted

psychonautics.W
hile

a
(usually)w

illing
subject

has
their

brain
scanned

under
controlled

conditions,psychonauts
m
ay

explore
their

m
entaldream

scapes
as

a
sim

ulated
virtualenvironm

ent.For
gam

eplay
m
echanics,see

M
ind

D
iving.

W
hen

X
R
is
used

in
this

w
ay

to
explore

a
sim

ulated
reconstruction

of
a
person’s

m
ental

activity
this

is
called

m
ind

diving
,and

the
realm

in
w
hich

one
m
ind

dives
is
called

neurospace.The
im

m
ediate

visible
area

is
a
m
indscape.C

olloquially,an
individualm

ind
dive

is
called

a
skidoo.Like

allX
R
applications,there

is
not

a
single,universalw

ay
to

perform
a
skidoo.

Schools
of

M
ind

D
iving

The
m
ost

com
m
on

form
of

m
ind

diving
consists

of
psychonauts

entering
into

a
w
illing

host’s
psyche

to
observe

and
investigate.It

can
be

used
to

learn
things

about
the

host
for

their
ow

n
benefi

t
or

for
curiosity

and
entertainm

ent.This
form

of
m
ind

diving
is
know

n
as

accursioning
.

W
hen

the
tools

of
accursioning

are
used

on
an

unw
illing

or
unaw

are
target,this

is
know

n
as

incursioning.
Incursioners

enter
unw

illing
people's

m
inds

to
try

and
learn

m
ore

about
their

beliefs
and

attitudes,or
to

glean
criticalinform

ation
(such

as
the

location
of

a
m
issing

child).
D
epending

on
the

target,environm
ents

often
look

like
dungeons,palaces,pyram

id
com

plexes,garden
m
azes

or
other

com
plex,often

booby-trapped
labyrinths.There

are
circum

stances
under

w
hich

one
can

petition
a
judge

for
a
w
arrant

to
perform

an
incursion,

but
in
m
ost

cases
the

practice
is
a
highly-illegalviolation

of
privacy.

A
m
ong

the
m
ore

m
odern

schools
is
obliviation.Practitioners

–
know

n
as

O
bliviators

–
enter

w
illing

m
inds

along
w
ith

the
subject,w

ho
is
present

to
observe

the
m
ind

dive.This
process

is
know

n
as

H
ost-in-M

ind
(H
iM
)and

has
only

been
approved

by
m
ost

m
edicalboards

for
clinicalpractice

in
m
ost

regions
in
the

last
ten

years.It
has

been
in
practice

slightly
longer

in
Southeast

A
sia,w

here
the

techniques
largely

originated.

O
bliviation

is
used

to
aggressively

confront
traum

as
to

assist
long-term

patient
recovery.

D
ream

scapes
tend

to
be

K
aiju

style.The
eff

ectiveness
relative

to
other

m
ethods

is
a
subject

of
intense

debate,but
subjects

w
ho

speak
highly

of
their

experiences
are

not
hard

to
fi
nd.

The
m
ost

prom
inent

rivalschoolof
practice

to
obliviation

is
tam

ing
.Tam

ers
perform

H
ost-in-M

ind
dives

that
seek

to
help

patients
com

e
to

term
s
w
ith

traum
as.D

ream
scapes

tend
to

be
m
ore

fantasy,w
ith

a
beast

needing
to

be
tracked,cornered,and

cared
for

to
be

understood.There
is
a
com

m
on

belief
that

Tam
ing

is
m
ore

eff
ective

for
prolonged

traum
as

and
O
bliviation

for
acute

tram
as,but

considering
the

early
stage

of
these

procedures,this
assum

ption
is
not

a
settled

debate
w
ithin

the
fi
eld.
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B
ecause

goods
exist

w
ithin

a
circular

econom
y,sustainable

resource
m
anagem

ent
drives

a
large

segm
ent

of
the

essentials
econom

y.

●
The

w
idespread

availability
of

com
m
on

durable
goods

through
libraries

substantially
reduces

the
dem

and
for

production
of

new
item

s.

●
C
onsum

er
goods

are
long-lasting

and
repairable,so

the
m
arket

for
shiny

new
devices

is
m
uch

sm
aller

and
the

m
arket

for
parts,trades,barters,and

repair
&
upgrade

services
is
m
uch

larger.

●
R
esource

recycling
and

environm
entalm

anagem
ent

are
strictly

required
by

law
,

ensuring
that

recycling
and

com
posting

centers,carbon
capture

system
s,and

biodiversity
protection

projects
are

allperform
ed

w
ith

the
sam

e
diligence

as
the

production
of

food,m
edicine,and

pow
er.

●
W
hen

disposalis
needed,functionalitem

s
can

be
gifted

or
sold

back
to

the
sam

e
stores

from
w
hich

they
are

acquired.N
on-functionalitem

s
are

directed
to

defabrication
centers

that
deconstruct

them
back

to
their

parts
or

raw
m
aterials.

The
G
rey

M
arket

consists
of

the
acquisition

and
trade

of
item

s
that

aren’t
expressly

forbidden,but
raise

eyebrow
s.Som

e
item

s
m
ay

be
harm

less
but

taboo.Som
e
m
ay

have
an

ignom
inious

history.O
thers

m
ay

be
unregulated

only
because

they
haven’t

caused
enough

havoc
yet.M

ost
item

s
that

fallw
ithin

the
grey

m
arket

–
such

as
m
em

a
blades

or
m
agic

w
ands

–
have

entirely
legitim

ate
providers

w
ho

serve
fully

licensed
end-users

alongside
providers

and
users

w
ho

engage
in
less

supervised
transactions.Som

e
m
ay

be
m
otivated

by
an

ideologicaldisagreem
ent

w
ith

m
ainstream

regulatory
restrictions.Som

e
m
ay

sim
ply

be
self-serving.In

either
case,there

are
m
any

w
ays

to
get

an
item

or
service

through
questionable

m
eans.B

ut
bew

are:the
regulation

of
dangerous

goods
and

services
exists

to
ensure

accountability,so
getting

caught
attem

pting
to

evade
this

kind
of

oversight
heightens

consequences,and
silence

is
a
luxury

com
m
odity.

G
overnm

ent
and

D
em

ocracy
System

s
of

governm
ent

vary,but
m
any

em
ploy

sim
ilar

structures.C
om

m
on

am
ong

these
are

divided
pow

ers
betw

een
independent

legislatures,adm
inistrative

bodies,judicialbodies,
and

journalistic
organizations.R

epresentative
dem

ocracy
has

largely
been

replaced
by

form
s
of

direct
dem

ocracy
by

proxy
in
w
hich

elected
representatives

draft
law

s
but

allvoters
have

the
option

to
vote

on
alllegislation.The

governing
structure

(in
the

w
est

coast
nation

of
Pacifi

ca)is
best

understood
as

an
exam

ple
of

Libertarian
Socialism

.

M
ost

people
consider

their
localcounty

governm
ent

to
be

the
prim

ary
governing

force
in

their
lives,as

these
county

governm
ents

hold
responsibility

for
setting

the
budget

and
policies

that
ensure

the
availability

of
food

and
housing

for
tow

ns
and

cities.Encom
passing

m
any

counties
are

provinces
(for

exam
ple

O
regon,N

evada,Southern
C
alifornia,N

orthern
C
alifornia,etc)w

hich
m
aintain

governing
structures

betw
een

the
localand

nationallevel.
A
bove

these,nationalgovernm
ents

can
set

policy
in
a
sim

ilar
fashion.
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