
W
ildlands

M
anagem

ent
D
esignation

of
W
ilded

Areas

W
ilded

areas
are

designated
by

an
organizationalbody

responsible
for

stew
ardship

of
a

given
region

of
land.Stew

ardship
is
designated

starting
at

the
internationallevelthrough

intergovernm
entalnegotiations,and

the
entities

assigned
stew

ardship
are

authorized
to

delegate
that

stew
ardship

further,recursively.For
exam

ple,the
land

along
the

w
estern

coast
of

N
orth

A
m
erica

is
entrusted

to
the

care
of

the
nation

of
Pacifi

ca
under

the
consensus

of
the

delegates
representing

the
sapient

creatures
of

Earth.A
s
long

as
the

nation
of

Pacifi
ca

does
nothing

to
lose

the
trust

of
the

planetary
delegation,the

dem
ocratic

governm
ent

of
Pacifi

ca
holds

the
authority

to
delegate

stew
ardship

of
tracts

w
ithin

its
guardianship

to
provinces,w

hich
delegate

stew
ardship

to
counties,cities,and

so
on.A

ny
of

these
bodies

can
choose

to
designate

an
area

under
their

stew
ardship

as
a
w
ildland,park

or
ecological

preserve
(provided

that
their

decision
m
aking

is
not

so
unpopular

as
to

m
otivate

the
entity

that
delegated

stew
ardship

to
them

to
revoke

it).
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Finding
H
ousing

W
hether

in
an

apartm
ent

com
plex,tow

nhom
es,row

house,or
ranch,housing

is
m
anaged

collectively.W
hen

looking
to

m
ove

into
an

area,prospective
tenants

search
for

available
living

spaces
sim

ilarly
to

how
one

w
ould

seek
out

housing
today,but

w
ith

a
very

diff
erent

selection
process.

H
igh-dem

and
living

spaces
are

typically
in
exclusive

housing
,w

here
incom

ing
residents

apply
and

are
selected

by
an

adm
issions

process.The
use

of
an

adm
issions

process
requires

everyone
in
the

housing
collective

to
pay

a
higher

rate
of

land
tax

that
is
raised

to
w
hatever

levelkeeps
exclusive

housing
to

a
set

fraction
of

the
housing

stock
(typically

less
than

20%
).

The
rem

aining
80%

of
housing

is
called

fair
access.Fair

access
housing

allow
s
anyone

w
ho

passes
a
background

check
to

join
a
w
aitlist

for
the

next
available

unit
to

becom
e
available.

U
nits

m
ay

becom
e
available

w
hen

a
tenant

m
oves

aw
ay

or
because

a
structure

is
m
odifi

ed
to

add
new

levels
or

subdivide
existing

units.

O
f
this

80%
,about

a
third

(w
hich

is
a
quarter

of
totalhousing)is

w
hat

is
often

referred
to

as
pseudo-exclusive

housing
.Pseudo-exclusive

housing
is
any

housing
collective

that
is

classifi
ed

and
taxed

as
“fair

access”,but
exercises

an
inform

alselection
process

through
tw
o

com
m
on

approaches.

1)
H
igh

qualifi
cation

standards:requiring
a
certain

num
ber

of
references

and
designating

units
for

specifi
c
skillgroups

like
caregivers

is
perm

issible,though
m
ay

be
challenged

in
front

of
a
judge

if
they

can
be

show
n
to

be
discrim

inatory.These
challenges

are
com

m
only

brought
by

Relocation
Advocacy

N
etw

orks,such
as

the
Los

A
ngeles

R
elocator’s

A
dvocacy

A
ssociation.

2)
Extended-stay

preferencing:m
ost

housing
co-ops

set
aside

a
sm

allnum
ber

of
units

as
guest

units,w
hich

operate
as

short-term
housing

for
visiting

friends
and

fam
ily

of
the

residents
or

business
and

recreationaltravelers
w
hen

space
is
available.If

a
visiting

friend
or

fam
ily

m
em

ber
stays

for
a
defi

ned
term

(typically
8
w
eeks)w

ithout
com

plaint
then

they
can

be
sponsored

by
their

host
to

be
advanced

to
the

fi
rst

position
in
the

w
ait

list
to

becom
e
a
new

resident.This
advantages

people
w
ho

are
relocating

to
be

close
to

friends
or

fam
ily

in
obtaining

a
unit

in
the

sam
e
co-op,but

co-ops
in
w
hich

half
or

m
ore

of
new

residents
have

used
the

extended-stay
preferencing

clause
develop

a
reputation

as
pseudo-exclusive.If

found
to

be
abusing

these
term

s,they
m
ay

be
forced

to
pay

higher
land

taxes
untilbehavior

is
corrected.

The
rem

aining
fraction

of
the

housing
stock

–
about

50%
–
is
w
hat

is
know

n
as

genuine
fair

access
housing

,in
that

units
are

m
ade

available
readily

to
applicants

and
are

easy
to

get
into

quickly.This
category

covers
a
w
ide

range
of

housing
situations,from

com
fortable

fam
ily

housing
to

low
er-dem

and,high-turnover
housing

structures
that

are
often

the
dw

ellings
of

college
students,night-active

young
adults,recent

divorcees,and
generalw

eirdos
w
ho

prefer
the

privacy
available

from
less

socialhousing
collectives.
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H
ousing

A
llland

belongs
to

allthings,and
cannot

be
ow

ned
as

a
property

asset.Prim
ary

agency
over

the
use

and
access

to
land

is
instead

held
by

land
holders/stew

ards.This
access

is
based

on
use

criteria
defi

ned
by

localgovernm
ent.H

abitation
and

responsible
stew

ardship
are

the
m
ost

influentialcriteria.In
this

w
ay,everyone

has
a
m
easure

of
the

pow
er

currently
held

by
land

ow
ners.To

m
ove

into
a
space

is
to

assum
e
the

rights
and

responsibilities
sim

ilar
to

current
land

ow
ners.The

use
of

land
is
determ

ined
by

the
collective

stakeholders
over

land.

A
s
an

exam
ple,the

occupants
of

a
m
ixed-use

building
have

broad
leew

ay
to

determ
ine

how
to

divide
space,set

the
application

and
selection

process
for

joining
the

building,and
outline

the
perm

itted
uses

for
the

space.These
decisions

can
be

superseded
by

the
local

governm
ent

if
the

rest
of

a
larger

com
m
unity

concludes
a
building

is
engaging

in
behavior

that
doesn’t

serve
the

interests
of

that
broader

com
m
unity,such

as
discrim

inatory
practices.

The
localgovernm

ent
also

sets
land

taxes
for

areas,w
hich

are
m
eant

to
require

the
people

and
organizations

w
hich

m
ake

use
of

the
m
ost

high-dem
and

parcels
to

contribute
suffi

ciently
to

the
broader

population
to

justify
their

presence.

O
ccupancy

opens
w
hen

a
current

occupant
vacates

an
existing

dom
icile

or
w
hen

a
new

dom
icile

is
created.In

a
building,this

could
be

due
to

the
conversion

of
a
storage

area,
subdivision

of
an

apartm
ent,or

addition
of

a
new

story.O
n
larger

parcels,this
could

m
ean

the
construction

of
a
new

accessory
dw

elling
unit.

Com
pelled

Rehom
ing

&
D
ow

nsizing

Eviction
is
uncom

m
on.N

o
one

is
evicted

from
their

hom
e
due

to
an

inability
to

fulfi
lla

fi
nancialcom

m
itm

ent
to

pay
their

land
taxes

or
upkeep

costs.H
ow

ever,a
resident

w
hose

living
situation

becom
es

a
burden

on
their

neighbors
or

consum
es

m
ore

space
or

resources
than

they
can

justify
m
ay

be
com

pelled
to

m
ake

accom
m
odations

to
their

neighbors.A
com

m
on

exam
ple

includes
building

co-ops
seeking

to
convince

or
com

pelem
pty-nesters

or
residents

w
ho

under-contribute
to

their
building

to
dow

nsize
by

m
oving

to
a
sm

aller
apartm

ent
in
the

building
or

accepting
a
rem

odelthat
m
oves

a
w
allto

reduce
the

size
of

their
current

apartm
ent.

W
ell-liked

neighbors
are

usually
given

a
pass

on
low

occupancy
issues.M

any
w
illregularly

host
guests

for
neighbors

to
m
aintain

favor.In
cases

w
here

a
resident

becom
es

unw
anted,

they’re
often

pressured
into

the
least

desirable
apartm

ent,som
etim

es
w
ith

a
w
arning

of
conditions

that
w
ould

justify
rehom

ing.If
a
resident

truly
acts

to
spite

their
neighbors

w
ith

actions
that

are
destructive

to
the

building
or

unsafe
for

neighbors
and

allattem
pts

at
m
ediation

have
failed,a

neighborhood
resident’s

union
w
illassist

the
resident

w
ith

fi
nding

representation,and
the

building
co-op

w
illtake

the
resident

to
rehom

ing
court

to
propose

an
alternative

residence
elsew

here
and

com
pelthem

to
m
ove

to
vacate

a
hom

e
or

business.
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M
anagem

ent
of

W
ilded

Areas

The
sam

e
entity

w
hich

designates
land

for
a
particular

purpose
is
responsible

for
m
anaging

and
enforcing

its
use

under
the

agreed
upon

term
s.The

m
ost

com
m
on

m
eans

of
m
anaging

w
ilded

areas
is
through

a
passive

delegation
of

responsibility
to

com
m
unes

w
ithin

or
along

the
periphery

of
the

land.The
perform

ance
of

these
com

m
unes

is
then

regulated
by

a
form

of
m
ildly

adversarialsupervision
by

localvisitors
and

com
m
unity

representatives.

This
m
eans

that
the

province
of

Southern
C
alifornia

m
ay

designate
the

A
ngeles

Forest
of

the
San

G
abrielM

ountains
as

a
low

density
county,and

require
that

the
residents

of
the

area
m
aintain

95%
forest

cover
on

the
land

and
designate

80%
of

the
land

as
unallow

ed
for

any
perm

anent
construction.The

localcounty
is
responsible

for
designating

w
hich

areas
can

be
developed

and
w
hich

ones
cannot.W

ithin
or

around
these

areas
it
is
assum

ed
that

nom
adic

groups
w
ho

prefer
off

-grid
living

w
illtake

up
residence.

These
residents

are
often

(but
not

universally)locom
odos

–
hum

ans
m
odifi

ed
to

live
lightly

and
endure

the
naturalelem

ents.Som
e
identify

as
sovereigns:isolationists

seeking
solitude

from
civilization

and
the

connected
w
orld.Som

e
identify

as
fae

folk,and
em

ulate
the

m
ythicaldenizens

of
the

forests
w
hich

guarded
them

from
disrespectfulm

ortals.Som
e

eschew
any

fi
erce

ideology,and
defi

ne
them

selves
sim

ply
as

“pastoralists”
or

neo-prim
itivalists.

W
hatever

their
identifi

cation,they
m
ay

establish
their

ow
n
com

m
unities

w
ith

insular
or

unusualpractices,but
so

long
as

the
land

is
w
ell-stew

arded,they
are

usually
let

be.The
ecologicalhealth

of
the

area
and

the
availability

of
the

land
to

visitors
is
m
onitored

by
those

visitors,w
ho

m
ay

record
their

experiences
in
a
public

database.The
visitors

know
that

if
they

break
park

rules
or

anger
the

residents
of

these
com

m
unes,they

risk
w
hatever

response
com

es,and
there

is
little

form
alauthority

to
intercede.C

onversely,the
fae

folk,
sovereigns,and

pastoralists
know

that
as

long
as

the
land

is
w
ellcared

for
and

they
do

not
inspire

broad
disapprovalof

their
m
ethods,the

county
w
illleave

them
be.
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M
ilitaries

M
ilitary

organizations
exist,but

are
organized

on
the

principle
of

anti-im
perialism

.They
exist

for
defense

and
the

protection
of

life
and

light
only.

This
tends

to
m
anifest

in
the

confi
guration

of
m
ost

countries’forces;building
largely

around
defense

w
ithin

their
ow

n
territory,rather

than
in
creating

highly
m
obile

forces
and

long
supply

chains
m
eant

to
project

force
around

the
w
orld.

In
Pacifi

ca,the
arm

ed
forces

trace
their

lineage
to

the
A
m
erican

m
ilitary,but

have
been

pared
dow

n
alm

ost
beyond

recognition
to

prioritize
localdefense

and
disaster

response.

The
N
ationalG

uard

The
m
ost

traditionalm
ilitary

organization
and

its
prim

ary
land

services
branch

is
the

Pacifi
ca

N
ationalG

uard.This
branch

descends
prim

arily
from

the
N
ationalG

uard
of

various
w
est

coast
A
m
erican

states,and
operates

in
m
uch

the
sam

e
w
ay.The

m
ajority

of
its

soldiers
and

airm
en

hold
civilian

jobs
full-tim

e
w
hile

serving
part-tim

e
as

N
ationalG

uard
m
em

bers.
They

respond
both

to
land

and
air

threats,as
w
ellas

naturaldisasters,and
operate

prim
arily

inside
Pacifi

can
territory

unless
called

in
to

assist
w
ith

disasters
overseas.The

G
uard

does
m
aintain

a
sm

aller
corps

of
full-tim

e
professionalsoldiers,responsible

for
nationaldefense,

strategic
planning,and

training
w
ithin

the
organization.M

em
bers

of
this

branch
often

hold
that

their
organization

descends
directly

from
the

U
nited

States
A
rm

y.The
N
ationalG

uard
is

distinct
from

other
Pacifi

can
branches

in
that

it
cannot

serve
in
a
law

-enforcem
ent

capacity.

The
Coast

G
uard

The
Pacifi

can
C
oast

G
uard

descends
m
ore

from
the

U
nited

States
C
oast

G
uard

than
the

U
nited

States
N
avy,but

essentially
serves

both
functions.Its

role
is
to

protect
territorial

w
aters,to

conduct
search

and
rescue

operations,and
to

conduct
law

enforcem
ent

activities,
prim

arily
on

the
ocean.
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and
are

laced
w
ith

thoroughfares.R
ights

and
responsibilities

w
illlook

very
diff

erent
in
these

spaces
than

in
a
rurallocation

w
here

one
person

or
fam

ily
m
ay

be
responsible

for
a
large

space.

Just
the

sam
e,the

use
of

land
and

the
rights

and
obligations

of
stew

ardship
–
from

w
aterw

ays
&
floodw

ays,to
new

construction
sites,to

transportation
easem

ents
–
can

be
a

m
ajor

point
of

conflict.There’s
no

landlords,but
there

are
stillplenty

of
disputes.
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Land
R
ights

In
the

22nd
century

it’s
w
ellunderstood

that
the

ground
w
e
w
alk

on
is
a
universal

inheritance,not
just

to
allhum

ans,but
to

allcreatures
this

generation
and

onw
ard.It

is
unjust

for
any

individualto
be

born
into

a
state

of
dom

inion
over

som
ething

created
by

the
divine.H

ow
ever,w

e
obviously

accept
that

land
has

a
precious

connection
to

the
people

w
ho

live
on

it,especially
the

people
w
ho

cam
e
into

the
w
orld

in
that

place.Those
to

w
hom

a
place

is
hom

e
deserve

a
greater

degree
of

oversight
beyond

any
random

person
w
ho

has
never

been
there.To

reconcile
this,the

land
of

the
earth

is
divided

up
into

parcels
starting

at
the

globalleveland
then

delegated
to

sm
aller

and
sm

aller
organizationalbodies,allthe

w
ay

dow
n
to

groups
and

individuals.These
groups

and
individuals

are
recognized

as
the

“land
holders”

or
“stew

ards”
rather

than
“ow

ners”,as
they

“hold”
or

“stew
ard”

land
rather

than
possess

it.Players
and

G
M
s
can

stilluse
the

term
“ow

n”
as

they
see

fi
t,so

long
as

it’s
clear

that
right

to
direct

the
use

of
a
parcelcarries

far
greater

responsibilities
than

the
w
ord

“ow
n”

currently
conveys.

The
G
lobalC

ongress
agrees

to
nationalboundaries,and

in
doing

so
charges

nations
w
ith

responsibility
for

the
land

under
their

stew
ardship.Each

nation
then

delegates
oversight

and
responsibility

to
states

or
provinces,w

ho
then

do
the

sam
e
on

dow
n
the

line.This
is
how

counties
receive

the
authority

to
dem

ocratically
decide

how
to

draw
parcelboundaries

and
set

the
values

w
hich

m
ay

determ
ine

tax
obligations

for
the

right
to

hold/stew
ard

land
in

perpetuity.D
epending

on
its

population
density,they

m
ay

grant
a
parcelas

the
ongoing

holding
to

a
fam

ily
w
ith

the
accom

panying
rights

and
responsibilities

to
live

and
tend

that
area.O

r
perhaps

they
m
ay

delegate
those

parcels
to

a
city

that
breaks

them
into

city
blocks,

w
hich

are
delegated

to
building

co-ops
under

the
supervision

of
neighborhood

councils.In
both

tow
n
and

country,am
ple

spaces
are

held
by

the
com

m
ons

for
habitat

preservation,
w
ater

capture,recreation,perm
aculture,education,hunting,fi

shing,and
other

social
benefi

ts.

The
actuallegalpractices

around
land

use
w
illvary

by
location,but

in
general,stew

ardship
of

land
m
ay

often
look

som
ew

hat
sim

ilar
to

m
odern

day
ow

nership,except
that

land
is
never

under
the

controlof
disinterested

parties.Its
controlm

ay
be

divided
am

ong
people

w
ho

reside
on

it,w
ork

on
it,or

live
adjacent

to
it,but

never
a
distant

investor.The
surrounding

com
m
unity

has
a
say,and

it
can't

be
transferred

at
a
profi

t.

Legally,this
m
ay

look
sim

ilar
to

ow
ning

land
w
ith

broad
conservation

easem
ents

on
it
w
ith

active
enforcem

ent
in
a
w
orld

w
here

m
uch

m
ore

land
has

been
zoned

for
conservation/rew

ilding.The
details

of
this

arrangem
ent

w
illvary

by
location,but

generally
land

is
som

ething
you

care
for,rather

than
an

investm
ent.Land

value
taxes

are
rated

on
the

value
of

the
land

based
on

its
current

use,rather
than

as
part

of
a
m
oney

m
aking

schem
e.

These
details

w
illm

anifest
diff

erently
in
the

lived
experiences

of
characters

from
diff

erent
places.The

urban-ruraldivide
is
m
uch

narrow
er,due

to
high

speed
train

netw
orks,

cyberspace,and
flexible

w
ork

and
living

arrangem
ents.Even

still,relationships
to

space
vary

w
ith

density
and

distance
from

urban
centers.In

cities,building
holdings

are
alm

ost
alw

ays
highly

com
m
unal.B

uildings
frequently

connect
to

their
neighbors

above
and

below
ground,
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The
CivilD

efense

The
Pacifi

can
C
ivilD

efense
is
a
civilian,volunteer

organization
charged

w
ith

responding
to

hum
an-m

ade
and

naturaldisasters.It
traces

its
lineage

to
sim

ilar
organizations

in
dozens

of
countries,dating

back
as

far
as

the
1920s,including

the
A
m
erican

C
ivilD

efense,and
has

sibling
organizations

in
m
ost

nations
around

the
m
odern

w
orld.Som

ew
hat

anachronistically,
its

m
odern

m
em

bers
take

pride
in
being

part
of

a
class

of
organization

w
ith

a
long

history
of

service
and

sacrifi
ce,w

hich
once

dug
people

out
of

rubble
in
the

B
litz,w

hich
cleared

radioactive
debris

in
C
hernobyl,and

w
hich

has
since

responded
to

every
class

of
natural

disaster.Its
chapters

are
organized

at
the

tow
n-

or
county-leveldepending

on
population,

territory,and
scope

of
responsibilities.In

m
ajor

cities,chapters
often

operate
at

the
neighborhood-level.This

ensures
that

its
m
em

bers
know

the
area,its

resources
and

requirem
ents,and

the
people

they
are

responsible
for.

C
ivilD

efense
chapter

responsibilities
are

broad,and
often

specialized
to

localconditions,
but

broadly
scoped

around
prevention,m

itigation,preparation,response,or
em

ergency
evacuation

and
recovery.In

som
e
regions

that
m
ay

m
ean

responding
to

w
ildfi

res,or
assisting

param
edics,searching

dam
aged

structures
for

survivors,building
levees

in
a
flood,

or
distributing

and
building

tornado
shelters.They

often
provide

training
and

education.

U
nlike

som
e
of

its
sibling

organizations
overseas,the

Pacifi
can

C
ivilD

efense
is
technically

param
ilitary,in

that
it
is
an

auxiliary
of

the
N
ationalG

uard,and
can

be
called

into
w
artim

e
service,though

this
w
ould

m
ostly

be
conducted

in
the

operation
of

em
ergency

shelters,the
m
oving

of
supplies,search

and
rescue,and

other
non-com

bat
roles.Just

the
sam

e,because
it
once

functioned
as

a
catch-alland

oversight
for

localm
ilitias,granting

them
form

al
legitim

acy
w
hile

providing
gradualretraining

and
rescoping,som

e
chapters

stilldrillcom
bat

preparedness.The
G
M
and

players
can

determ
ine

just
w
hat

kind
of

C
ivilD

efense
their

local
chapter

is.
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The
products

of
the

food
system

m
ake

their
w
ay

to
their

recipients
prim

arily
through

grocery
co-ops.These

operate
sim

ilarly
to

grocery
stores,except

often
w
ithout

a
point

of
sale.M

ost
utilize

a
m
em

bership
system

w
hich

entitles
m
em

bers
to

take
w
hat

they
w
ish

in
exchange

for
fulfi

lling
a
set

com
m
itm

ent
m
onthly.That

com
m
itm

ent
m
ay

be
in
hours

of
on-site

labor,m
anagem

ent
and

ordering,the
paym

ent
of

other
m
em

bers
to

fulfi
lla

m
em

ber’s
com

m
itm

ent,or
nothing

at
all.

A
s
in
the

present
day,diff

erent
grocery

stores
reflect

the
tastes

of
diff

erent
clientele.Som

e
specialize

in
providing

gourm
et

prepared
m
eals.O

thers
are

nothing
m
ore

than
bulk-supply

w
arehouses

of
staples.M

any
have

attached
restaurants,cafes,and

com
m
unity

kitchens.A
dditionally,m

any
restaurants

have
an

associated
grocery.

The
purchase

of
groceries

and
in-restaurant

dining
w
ith

cash
is
stillcom

m
onplace,but

in
addition

to
conventionalexchange

of
currency,m

any
accept

credits
from

various
co-ops

or
socialm

edia
reactions

(likes,hearts,clout,etc.).R
egular

travelers,for
instance,w

illoften
join

a
travelers

dining
cooperative

to
gain

access
to

m
eals

at
participating

partners
around

the
system

in
exchange

for
fulfi

lling
sim

ilar
com

m
itm

ents
to

a
localco-op.

Types
of

Com
m
on

G
rocery

Stores

Food
is
distributed

at
a
variety

of
diff

erent
styles

of
distribution

centers.The
m
ost

com
m
on

generalstores
are

granaries,groceries,and
boutique

groceries.

G
ranaries

are
typically

no-frills
co-ops

w
hich

m
ay

have
m
inim

alcom
m
itm

ents
or

no
com

m
itm

ents
at

all.B
ulk

foods
and

vegetables
are

placed
in
a
w
arehouse

floor
in
the

barrels,bushels,and
pallets

they
arrived

on,and
any

visitor
can

take
w
hatever

they
need.

There
is
no

guarantee
one

w
illfi

nd
a
specifi

c
item

,unless
you

w
ere

to
know

w
hen

som
ething

regularly
com

es
in.G

ranaries
are

popular
because

of
the

sim
plicity

and
lack

of
com

m
itm

ent.R
egular

visitors
are

asked
to

register
as

m
em

bers
and

donate
based

on
ability

to
pay

for
land

taxes
and

support
the

adm
inistration

team
,but

any
visitor

can
w
alk

into
a
granary

and
help

them
selves

to
provisions.

G
roceries

are
food

distribution
centers

that
provide

greater
selection

in
exchange

for
m
ore

com
plex

bookkeeping.Though
m
em

bers
do

not
alw

ays
pay

at
the

point
of

access,
m
em

bers
have

accounts
and

their
consum

ption
is
tracked

as
they

collect
their

things
in

order
to

identify
w
hat

stock
should

be
expanded

and
w
hat

should
be

reduced.G
roceries

typically
have

staples
like

bulk
grains

and
vegetables

as
w
ellas

a
section

for
prem

ium
and

prepared
item

s.These
m
ore

closely
resem

ble
the

m
odern

grocery
store,though

w
ithout

a
clear

delineation
betw

een
custom

ers
and

em
ployees.

Boutique
groceries

are
groceries

w
hich

specialize
in
luxury

products,like
sm

all-batch
lab-grow

n
m
eats

and
w
ild-caught,spear-hunted

fi
sh.These

often
consist

of
a
m
arketplace

or
food

court
of

independent
bakers,w

ine
sellers,and

from
ageries

that
sellgoods

for
direct

paym
ent

(either
currency

or
clout)at

the
point

of
sale

or
by

keeping
a
m
onthly

tab.
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Food
Production

In
tem

perate
locations,food

is
produced

in
a
variety

of
w
ays,but

the
typicalones

include
farm

s
and

gardens.Large
farm

s
typically

consist
of

perm
aculture

food
forests.These

are
cultivated

lands
that

house
fruit

and
nut-bearing

trees
am

ong
fi
elds

of
cerealcrops,

vegetables,and
legum

es
chosen

for
their

ability
to

yield
productive

harvests
on

an
effi

cient
schedule

w
hile

balancing
out

their
im

pacts
on

the
soil.These

farm
s
are

typically
w
orker-ow

ned
collectives

that
m
ake

use
of

autom
ation

and
m
echanicalassistance

to
substantially

lighten
the

w
orkload.

In
addition

to
farm

s,m
ost

residentialareas
cultivate

extensive
gardens.These

are
often

in
greenhouses

on
the

roofs
and

terraces
of

apartm
ents

and
m
ixed-use

buildings,but
also

include
everything

from
w
indow

boxes
to

hydroponic
subterranean

grow
room

s.C
ity

greenspaces
frequently

contain
fruit-bearing

trees
and

shrubs
w
ith

foraging-safe
exam

ples
m
arked

for
passersby.

A
large

volum
e
of

food
is
also

produced
through

insect
farm

ing
and

bioreactors.These
categories

of
production

provide
the

m
ajority

of
synthetic

m
eats.The

size
and

m
ethodology

of
these

operations
varies

w
idely,including

the
culturing

of
diverse

anim
alcells,algaes,and

fungi.These
system

s
m
akeup

a
particularly

vitalcom
ponent

of
infrastructure,as

they
are

rapidly
responsive,and

are
relied

upon
to

ensure
the

nutrition
of

as
m
any

organic
creatures

as
necessary

in
the

face
of

a
disaster

or
catastrophic

event.
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Crisis
Agencies

A
ny

suffi
ciently

advanced
technology

is
indistinguishable

from
a
localextinction

event
in

w
aiting.W

hile
em

ergency
responders

train
for

a
variety

of
situations,C

risis
A
gencies

have
a

m
ixture

of
fulltim

e
m
em

bers
and

part-tim
e
reservists

w
ho

take
part

in
training,scenarios

tests
and

a
lot

of
V
R
sim

ulations
w
ith

the
aim

of
providing

specialized
support

w
hen

specifi
c

types
of

crises
occur.These

m
ay

include
situations

such
as:

●
Earthquakes

●
Search

and
R
escue

●
Fire

and
Flood

●
Plague

/
gene

spliced
m
icrobe

escape
●

C
yber

collapse
●

C
yber

H
ijack

W
hile

the
C
ivilD

efense
w
ould

also
fallinto

this
category

of
organizations

as
the

largest
single

exam
ple,there

are
m
any

sm
aller

agencies
w
ith

diff
erent

specializations
w
hich

w
ould

likely
fi
nd

them
selves

taking
the

lead
in
their

areas
of

expertise,once
responding

to
a
crisis.
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Sum
m
ary

of
M
ajor

H
istoricalEvents

This
gam

e
w
orld

is
m
eant

to
be

a
flexible

substrate
onto

w
hich

readers
tellinteresting

stories.The
follow

ing
w
orld

events
are

deliberately
open-ended

in
m
any

details,as
they’re

supposed
to

inspire
possible

stories
and

create
an

outline
rather

than
a
strict

lore.

2038
-
A
changing

of
the

guard
begins

the
African

Ascension
Like

any
epochalchange,it

is
im

possible
to

pin
the

A
frican

A
scension

to
a
specifi

c
year.B

ut
the

w
ave

of
politicaland

labor
union

elections
of

2038
m
arked

as
tangible

a
turning

point
across

the
m
other

continent
as

can
be

found.In
the

m
idst

of
runaw

ay
clim

ate
catastrophe,a

brother
&
sisterhood

of
w
riters

and
labor

leaders
em

erged
carrying

a
new

vision
of

autonom
y
that

spread
like

w
ildfi

re
am

ong
a
populace

w
ellaw

are
of

their
problem

s
and

desperate
for

new
and

credible
prescriptions

for
change.A

fter
a
few

years
of

near-w
ins

and
close

losses,2038
w
as

the
year

that
m
any

bearers
of

this
vision

sw
ept

into
pow

er
in
m
ultiple

roles
across

m
ultiple

nations
across

centralA
frica.This

bold
new

vision
cam

e
to

be
know

n
as

the
“A
frican

m
odel”.R

ejecting
the

econom
ic
subjugation

of
the

globalnorth,they
im

plem
ented

a
radicalset

of
organized,localized

policies
to

focus
on

providing
basic

healthcare,education,and
safety

through
hyperlocalnetw

orks
of

aid.O
vernight,they

crashed
their

nations
econom

ies
as

their
foreign

investors
punished

them
w
ith

a
near

com
plete

pullout
of

funds,but
to

the
astonishm

ent
of

the
w
atching

w
orld

they
m
oved

forw
ard

undeterred.H
aving

foreseen
this

consequence
they

proceeded
anyw

ay
in
order

to
break

free
of

the
unw

innable
forced

dependence
that

had
been

engineered
to

bind
them

in
perpetuity

in
service

to
the

globalnorth.

C
ontem

porarily,the
next

decade
looked

to
outsiders

like
a
house

of
cards

alw
ays

about
to

crum
ble.B

ut
the

jailbreak
w
orked.A

decade
later,it

had
becom

e
obvious

to
allthat

the
“developed

w
orld”

had
follow

ed
globalcapitaloff

a
cliff

.O
nly

w
hen

every
idea

had
been

exhausted
did

foreign
press

begin
to

notice
that

w
hat

looked
like

poverty
from

far
aw

ay
w
as

a
successfulprogram

of
degrow

th
and

resiliency
that

w
as

yielding
longer

lives,healthier
ecosystem

s,and
happier

people
in
a
society

w
ith

none
of

the
internationally

valued
currencies.

A
long

w
ith

new
m
odels

grow
n
and

tested
in
orbit

and
in
the

cracks
of

neglected
w
orking-class

barrios,cities,states,and
countries

began
to

fi
nd

a
new

footing.

2039
-
G
areth

D
om

ingo
becom

es
the

fi
rst

talking
Chim

panzee
A
t
four

years
old,G

areth
stunned

the
w
orld

by
speaking

w
ith

a
vocabulary

of
tw
enty

w
ords.

The
tangible

evidence
of

the
success

of
the

fi
eld

of
cognitive

enhancem
ent

set
off

a
research

boom
that

created
the

fi
rst

few
thousand

u-chim
ps

w
ithin

the
next

few
years.

The
goalof

applying
these

techniques
to

create
“ultrahum

ans”
w
as

never
realized.

C
ross-disciplinary

research
concluded

that
enhanced

hum
an

sapience
w
as

inherently

170

SocialStruggles
M
ost

of
the

obvious
socialstruggles

of
the

tw
entieth

century
have

been
largely

resolved.
G
ender

and
racialconflict

is
extrem

ely
rare,though

regionalconflict
–
betw

een
countries,

continents,and
planetary

bodies
–
stubbornly

persists.There
are

new
struggles

as
w
ell:

●
M
achine

rights:G
eneralA

I
(now

referred
to

as
‘Synthetic

Intelligence’)produced
sentient

m
achines.These

m
achines

populate
the

technosphere
in
great

num
bers,

constantly
com

ing
into

and
out

of
operation

at
various

levels
of

sapience.They
resem

ble
the

spraw
ling

flora
and

fauna
of

the
biosphere

in
that

their
treatm

ent
is

governed
by

rights
w
hich

can
be

com
plex

at
the

best
of

tim
es

and
deliberately

violated
at

the
w
orst.

●
Parahum

an
Anim

alrights:N
on-hum

an
anim

als
(know

n
as

parahum
an

anim
als

or
parahum

ans)are
recognized

to
have

far
m
ore

right
to

exist
than

in
the

previous
century.This

includes:

○
N
aturalw

ildlife

○
D
om

estic
and

com
panion

anim
als

○
Enhanced

anim
als,such

as
chim

ps
and

crow
s
capable

of
speech

and
hum

an-levelintelligence,and
w
hales

and
dolphins

capable
of

speech
through

translators.

The
existence

of
chim

ps,apes,and
birds

w
ith

levels
of

intelligence
and

com
m
unication

that
m
atches

that
of

hum
ans

creates
a
com

plicated
and

often
fraught

socialstructure
for

both
enhanced

and
heirloom

anim
als.For

m
ore

inform
ation,see

A
nim

alEnhancem
ent.

●
Class

conflict:The
historicaldivide

betw
een

ow
ners

of
m
eans

of
production

and
laborers

has
dissolved,but

socialclasses
betw

een
those

w
ith

greater
levels

of
cultural

influence
and

prestige
and

those
w
ith

less
stillcreate

friction.

●
D
ata

protections
&
other

consum
er

protections

●
Land

and
resource

use
disputes

●
Philosophicaldebates

both
over

purpose,rights,responsibilities,and
values

(both
collective

and
individual).

○
These

produce
countless

constituencies
ranging

from
socialactivists

defending
their

ability
to

practice
a
harm

less
niche

belief
system

to
violent

revolutionaries
that

seek
to

replace
existing

orders
w
ith

suprem
acy

of
a

preferred
w
orldview

.
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Agreem
ent

Agencies
If
a
practice

or
enterprise

im
pacts

others
(such

as
a
large,noisy

concert),or
is
so

large
that

it
represents

a
tem

porary
opportunity

cost
for

other
people

(such
as

com
m
issioning

a
rocketship

or
m
ajor

infrastructure)then
agreem

ent
agencies

provide
assistance

in
m
ediating

negotiations
am

ong
stakeholders.These

agencies
often

loan
m
em

bers
to

other
agencies

to
provide

technicalexpertise
to

allsides
or

help
de-escalate

or
settle

disagreem
ents.M

em
bers

often
specialize

in
ecologicalfram

ing,estim
ation,surveying,

contract
w
ording,body

language,history,and
m
ost

of
allapproaches

to
consensus

building.
They

provide
a
kind

of
legalservice,except

that
because

the
legaltools

to
dom

inate
or

force
conditions

on
people

or
groups

are
rare,these

entities
rely

on
persuasion

and
dealm

aking.

156

unstable.The
principle

–
know

n
as

the
G
oddard-Leiprinciple

–
found

an
unavoidable

linkage
betw

een
heightened

cognition
and

depression,anxiety,com
m
unication

diffi
culties,and

personality
disorders,w

ith
m
inim

alpracticalbenefi
ts
to

individuals
or

society.C
onsequently,

eff
orts

at
enhancing

hum
an

potentialm
oved

on
to

the
fi
elds

of
cybernetics

and
psionics.B

ut
the

boom
produced

the
fi
rst

generation
of

com
m
unicative

parahum
an

apes.

A
s
one

of
the

earliest
enhanced

chim
panzees,G

areth’s
intelligence

in
adulthood

w
as

noticeably
low

er
than

the
average

hum
an.Even

so,G
areth

becam
e
know

n
for

his
sense

of
hum

or,curiosity,and
hum

ility.H
e
rem

ained
a
presence

in
the

m
ovem

ent
for

parahum
an

civil
rights

allthe
w
ay

up
to

his
death

in
2093

at
the

age
of

fi
fty-eight.

2040
-
D
iscovery

of
the

Eden
Caves

The
discovery

in
2040

of
caves

on
M
ars

carved
into

deliberate
structures

conclusively
revealed

the
ancient

presence
of

an
alien

intelligence.Little
has

yet
been

discovered
about

them
,but

their
existence

generated
a
new

faith
called

Seekerism
that

inspires
a
life

of
searching

for
purpose

through
the

lens
of

our
new

found
aw

areness.There
are

m
any

theories
around

the
Eden

intelligence.Som
e
say

they
visited

Earth
m
illennia

ago.O
thers

believe
they

had
a
thriving

civilization
on

M
ars

that
w
as

eradicated
by

itself
or

by
an

externaladversary.
Som

e
believe

they
w
ere

travelers
occupying

M
ars

briefly,and
that

they
are

out
am

ong
the

stars
w
aiting

to
be

m
et.In

any
case,it

has
m
otivated

m
illions

to
im

m
igrate

to
a
rough

frontier
life

on
M
ars.

2042
-
The

Yurok
People

v.The
B
ureau

of
Land

M
anagem

ent
In

2028,congress
passed

the
FederalO

rdnance
for

R
estoration

of
Environm

ents
for

Sustainable
Territories

(or
FO

R
EST)A

ct.The
FO

R
EST

A
ct

w
as

a
m
assive

com
prom

ise
legislation

w
hich

created
new

program
s
to

encourage
forestry

m
anagem

ent.It
included

term
s
to

m
ake

preserving
and

expanding
forests

as
carbon

sinks
fi
nancially

com
petitive

w
ith

logging
and

m
ineralextraction

by
allow

ing
com

panies
to

sellcarbon
off

sets;funded
construction

of
new

parks;relaxed
lim

its
on

hunting;and
provided

dozens
of

other
favors

for
the

various
stakeholders

needed
to

secure
passage.O

ne
of

its
35

sections
even

contained
a

largely
sym

bolic
gesture

to
A
m
erican

Indian
tribes

w
hich

w
ould

return
neglected

land
to

them
under

conditions
w
hich

w
ere

believed
unlikely

to
ever

be
exercised.

The
eff

ects
w
ere

m
ixed.B

y
2038,m

illions
of

additionalacres
of

land
had

been
set

aside
as

protected
reserves.M

any
policy

experts
believed

that
the

reduction
in
drilling

and
fracking

that
occurred

w
as

driven
m
ore

by
localbans

and
a
rapid

decline
in
fi
nancing

as
the

banking
sector

began
to

recognize
that

new
carbon

infrastructure
had

becom
e
such

frequent
targets

of
sabotage

that
their

risk
w
asn’t

w
orth

the
declining

returns.Eventually,the
carbon

off
sets

m
arket

crashed
in
2041

follow
ing

the
Second

Paradise
Fire.A

law
suit

follow
ed.D

uring
O
ur

Children’s
Trustv.G

reen
G
row

th
Clim

ate
Solutions,the

clim
ate

advocacy
group

O
ur

C
hildren’s

Trust
show

ed
that

G
reen

G
row

th
C
lim

ate
Solutions

had
purchased

hundreds
of

square
m
iles

and
contracted

w
ith

the
FederalB

ureau
of

Land
M
anagem

ent
to

be
responsible

for
forestry

m
anagem

ent
of

thousands
m
ore

of
federally

held
land

in
order

to
sellw

orthless
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