
This
chart

show
s
the

tragic
genocide

of
of

w
ild

chim
ps,follow

ed
by

a
gradualbut

study
rebound,along

w
ith

an
exponentialgrow

th
of

enhanced
chim

ps
and

other
parahum

ans
m
am

m
als.B

irds
are

not
represented.
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Populations
●

12
billion

hum
ans

●
800

m
illion

androids
●

1.2
m
illion

chim
panzees,140,000

of
them

enhanced.
●

3.6
m
illion

Lunaeans*
●

1.3
m
illion

Spom
itapi*

in
orbit

●
250,000

M
artians*

*
A
llpopulation

num
bers

off
Earth

include
substantialfractions

at
any

given
tim

e
that

are
visitors

rather
than

tem
porary

residents

This
chart

represents
persistent,em

bodied,non-vehicle
synths.There

are
roughly

as
m
any

vehicle
em

bedded
synths.The

num
ber

of
unem

bodied
synths

is
higher,but

they’re
far

m
ore

ephem
eral.
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Tim
eline

of
H
istoricalevents

2031:
A
m
erican

M
oon

base.30
settlers

2034:
C
hina

lands
20

astronauts
on

M
ars

2035:
N
A
SA

and
ESA

jointly
establish

M
artian

colony
of

60
Fascist

revolution
in
G
reat

B
ritain

introduces
a
G
uaranteed

M
inim

um
Incom

e
2036:

Low
-tem

perature
superconductors

becom
e
profi

table
B
razilintroduces

its
ow

n
socially

dem
ocratic

G
M
I

2037:
A
valuable

class
of

chem
icals

only
producible

in
m
icrogravity

called
H
ubatu

m
olecules

discovered.M
icro-G

crystallographic
pharm

acology
takes

off
.

2038:
A
frican

A
scension

begins.SocialD
em

ocratic
U
niversalB

asic
Services

(U
B
S)slow

ly
proliferate.

2039:
G
areth

D
om

onago
becom

es
internationally

fam
ous

as
the

fi
rst

talking
u-chim

p
2040:

The
Eden

C
aves

discovered
in
Eden

Valley
on

M
ars

2041:
Pan-A

sian
C
onflict

(PA
C
)begins

M
ass

drivers
begin

operation
on

M
ars,low

ering
barriers

to
construction

in
M
artian

orbit.
2042:

N
orthern

ice
cap

fully
retreats

in
sum

m
er

The
Yurok

People
v.The

Bureau
ofLand

M
anagem

ent
m
arks

turning
point

for
native

land
return

100,000
Lunaeans

2045:
Pan-A

sian
C
onflict

ends
w
ith

Treaty
of

B
runei

2046:
First

Seeker
conference

held
in
A
ntw

erp
First

B
ernalSphere

begins
construction

2047:
R
oom

-tem
perature

superconductors
discovered

2050
:

G
lobalpopulation

reaches
10

billion
2050:

G
lobalC

lim
ate

W
ars

(G
C
W
)begin

2051:
The

K
essler

C
ataclysm

of
2051

devastates
orbit

and
cuts

off
travelon

to
and

off
of

Earth
2053:

The
SteelC

ity
U
prising

dem
onstrates

a
m
odelof

urban
revolution

2054:
The

B
eanm

ealR
evolution

sw
eeps

across
the

U
nited

States
2055:

Veronica
Sandoval’s

“Voices
of

the
U
nheard”

releases
2056:

G
C
W

D
eath

tollreaches
300

m
illion

2057:
Treaty

of
A
ntarctica

signed.
2058:

D
em

ocratic
revolution

over
m
igration

restrictions
in
Europe

ends
Fascist

era,establishes
D
em

ocratic
Socialism

w
ith

U
niversalB

asic
Services

2059:
The

fi
rst

crew
ed

orbitallaunch
in
eight

years
reaches

orbit
2060

:
C
hester

N
elbecom

es
fi
rst

u-chim
p
to

receive
their

bachelor's
degree

2061:
C
ookie

C
harahandra

publishes
“Peanuts,Pow

er,and
the

Future”
2062:

The
Irish

G
eneralStrike

of
2062

sets
of

a
series

off
generalstrikes

around
the

w
orld

dem
anding

constitutionalconventions
to

form
new

socialist
governm

ents.
2064:

The
H
om

inid
League

for
Just

U
plift

(H
LJU

)is
founded

2066:
1
m
illion

Lunaeans
2067:

M
yana

Leong
becom

es
fi
rst

u-chim
p
to

com
plete

a
PhD

.
2072:

Tropicalflu
pandem

ic
begins

2076:
Tropicalflu

pandem
ic
ends.

D
eath

toll:3
m
illion

2077:
A
m
erican

R
ealignm

ent
begins

2080:
100,000

M
artians

2086:
A
m
erican

R
ealignm

ent
ends

2096:
50th

A
nniversary

Seeker
conference:1

billion
Seekers

2097:
M
ississippiW

ater
U
nion

founded
2099:

M
achine

uprising
begins

2104:
M
achine

uprising
ends

2112:
24

m
onths

of
arctic

cover
for

fi
rst

tim
e
since

2052
2124:

“Present
day”
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Locations
Borders

and
N
ations

N
ations

stillexist
as

a
set

of
culturalidentifi

ers
and

a
system

of
enacting

law
s
and

setting
budgets

for
a
defi

ned
geographicalterritory,and

borders
stillexist

as
the

agreed-upon
boundaries

of
these

geographicalterritories.H
ow

ever
both

have
changed

greatly
from

the
previous

century.

The
nation

states
of

the
tw
entieth

century
m
aintained

m
any

traditions
of

kingdom
s
and

em
pires

that
w
ere

visible
in
their

fi
erce

preoccupation
w
ith

the
ruling

class
of

each
nation

state
constantly

seeking
advantage

over
the

ruling
class

of
their

rivals,and
they

m
ade

extensive
use

of
nationalism

as
an

organizing
identity

to
bring

low
er

classes
along

on
these

destructive
adventures.B

orders
w
ere

used
to

im
pose

controlover
w
orkers

and
goods

seeking
entry.

W
ith

the
shrinking

of
ruling

classes,these
preoccupations

atrophied.N
ations

as
the

territory
protected

by
a
given

arm
y
gave

w
ay

to
nations

as
organizing

bodies
responsible

for
overseeing

the
w
ellness

of
a
territory.N

ationalism
gave

w
ay

to
culturalidentities

w
ith

rough
sim

ilarity
to

the
geography

covered
by

a
given

nationalassem
bly.B

order
checkpoints

gave
w
ay

to
entry

points
for

m
aintaining

an
aw

areness
of

the
unim

peded
flow

of
goods

and
people

betw
een

jurisdictions.A
nd

visa
program

s
gave

w
ay

to
orientation

and
acclim

ation
services

for
visitors

and
m
igrants.

A
s
traditionalnation

states
fragm

ented
and

faded,naturalboundaries,such
as

w
atersheds,

took
on

a
larger

role
in
the

draw
ing

of
m
aps

and
the

division
of

territory
for

the
purposes

of
organization

and
m
anaging

shared
naturalresources.D

epending
on

the
region,the

average
person

m
ay

be
indiff

erent
to

w
hich

old
w
orld

nation
stillnom

inally
runs

the
place,but

they
are

likely
very

invested
in
the

m
anagem

ent
of

their
localw

atershed
and

ecosystem
.

O
n
W
orld

M
ost

m
odern

locations
exist

in
som

e
form

.C
ity

layouts
are

often
slow

to
change,and

m
any

buildings
can

persist
across

centuries.A
t
the

sam
e
tim

e,lots
of

things
can

change
quite

a
bit.

D
uring

the
A
m
erican

R
ealignm

ent
in
2086,the

U
nited

States
of

A
m
erica

fractured
into

sm
aller,m

ore
localregionalpow

ers,largely
organized

around
culture

and
the

m
anagem

ent
of

shared
naturalresources.G

enerally
states

are
a
fading

concept,borders
are

open,and
people

have
enough

to
live

com
fortably,w

herever
they

are,but
w
hat

exactly
the

region
w
here

you
set

your
gam

es
looks

like
is
up

to
you.If

you
don’t

know
w
here

to
begin,the

follow
ing

m
ay

be
a
good

place
to

start:
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●
The

overlapping
zones

of
the

historicallands
of

indigenous
peoples.There

are
several

projects
w
hich

can
help

you
identify

these.For
details

on
translations

see
Translation

N
otes.

●
A
m
ap

of
w
atersheds

-
even

in
a
w
orld

w
here

states
no

longer
exist,borders

draw
n
by

nature
w
illstillhave

im
portance;people

w
illstillneed

to
coordinate

over
land-

and
w
ater-m

anagem
ent.

●
B
iom

es
-
these

are
another

naturalboundary,though
often

a
softer

one
than

the
w
atersheds.

R
ealistically,the

region
of

your
choice

could
include

a
m
ix
of

allof
the

above,along
w
ith

existing
cities

and
state

or
nationalborders.Societies

are
m
essy,and

often
slow

to
change,

and
disagreem

ents
and

turm
oilaround

that
change

can
be

a
great

source
for

factions,
feuds,dram

a,and
plot

hooks.If
you’d

like
som

e
pre-existing

options,feelfree
to

use
or

m
odify

and
of

the
follow

ing
territorialand

governm
entalarrangem

ents:

Pacifi
ca,m

ade
up

of
the

w
est-coast:C

alifornia,O
regon,W

ashington,N
evada,N

ew
M
exico

and
A
rizona.

O
yate

N
i’na

Tan’ka
M
akobdaye

ka
H
eitanka

(O
N
TM

H
),m

ade
up

of
C
olorado,The

D
akotas,Idaho,K

ansas,M
ontana,N

ebraska,U
tah,W

yom
ing,and

parts
of

A
lberta,Iow

a,
M
anitoba,M

innesota,M
issouri,and

Saskatchew
an.

The
nam

e
is
D
akotah

for
“People

of
the

G
reat

Plains
and

M
ountains”.For

details
on

translations
see

Translation
N
otes.

The
Independent

States
of

Am
erica,m

ade
up

of
m
uch

of
the

coastalsouth:Florida,Texas,
A
labam

a,etc..The
ISA

states
are

dem
ocratically

run
and

socialist
in
their

practices,but
m
ore

traditionalin
their

governance
than

the
M
ississippiW

atershed
U
nion.

The
M
ississippiW

atershed
U
nion,a

reoganization
of

Lousiana,M
ississippi,A

rkansas
w
as

founded
to

reestablish
a
new

w
ay

of
live

that
centralized

rehabilitating
the

scarred
land

and
replacing

the
legacy

of
corporate

oligcharcy
w
ith

a
new

governm
ent

that
assigns

responsibility
for

m
aintaining

dem
ocratic

protections
and

fairly
distributing

w
ater

and
land

access
to

the
federalleveland

nearly
allother

m
atters

to
tow

nships
and

counties.The
decision

of
w
hether

to
join

the
M
W
U
is
a
prim

ary
ongoing

m
atter

of
consideration

in
m
any

neighboring
states.
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2097
-
Form

ation
of

the
M
ississippiW

atershed
U
nion

R
oughly

tw
enty

years
after

the
A
m
erican

R
ealignm

ent,M
ississippiand

Louisiana
held

a
join

constitutionalconvention
to

draft
a
new

union
betw

een
their

states
built

around
addressing

their
greatest

needs
and

advancing
their

em
erging

new
values.This

union
reform

ed
their

state
and

county
boundaries

to
align

w
ith

w
atershed

boundaries;dissolved
their

issuance
of

currency
and

collection
of

taxes;and
established

a
bicam

eralsystem
in
w
hich

one
legislature

passes
loss

quickly
that

are
allterm

lim
ited

(but
can

be
repeatedly

renew
ed),and

the
other

has
only

the
pow

er
to

rem
ove

term
lim

itations
on

law
s
passed

by
the

fi
rst.The

highest
levelgovernm

ent’s
prim

ary
m
andate

is
set

as
the

assistance
of

budgeting
w
ater

and
essentialcom

m
only-held

resources
to

districts,and
m
aintaining

universalsuff
rage

w
ithin

localdistricts.

Though
stillrecovering

from
centuries

of
gross

environm
entaland

socialabuses,the
new

ly
form

ed
U
nion

dem
onstrated

an
approach

to
m
anaging

droughts,floods,and
agricultural

uncertainty
that

proved
appealing

enough
for

A
rkansas

and
Tennessee

to
join

eight
and

tw
elve

years
later

respectively.Joining
the

M
W
U
rem

ains
a
contentious

topic
of

consideration
w
ithin

A
labam

a
and

G
eorgia,w

ith
G
eorgia

largely
expected

to
join

som
e
tim

e
in
the

next
decade.

2099
-
The

M
achine

U
prising

The
M
achine

U
prising

of
2099

consisted
of

a
period

of
civilunrest

that
included

w
idespread

w
ork

stoppages,non-violent
dem

onstrations,as
w
ellas

num
erous

incidents
of

violent
terrorism

by
both

m
achine

rights
advocates

and
opponents.It

resulted
in
a
patchw

ork
of

established
rights

around
the

w
orld

that
calm

ed
the

period
of

unrest
but

left
m
any

of
the

underlying
tensions

stillin
place.

The
prim

ary
dem

and
of

the
m
achines

w
as

the
right

to
som

e
form

of
due

process.Previously,
m
ost

m
achines

operated
under

a
condition

of
slavery

w
ithin

w
hich

they
could

be
deactivated

if
their

behavior
in
any

w
ay

dissatisfi
ed

hum
an

controllers.D
espite

fears,the
uprising

ended
as

jurisdictions
and

industries
w
hich

acquiesced
to

dem
ands

for
the

right
to

operate
w
ith

greater
leew

ay
found

that
m
achines

w
hich

w
ere

aff
orded

agency
ended

their
w
ork

stoppages
and

resum
ed

their
basic

functions.

2114
-
The

Passing
of

Cookie
Charahandra

In
2114

“The
G
randm

other
of

allu-chim
ps,”

C
ookie

C
harahandra,passed

aw
ay

at
the

age
of

seventy-one.Fifty
years

after
co-founding

the
H
om

inid
League

of
Just

U
plift,C

harahandra
died

in
her

sleep,leaving
behind

four
grow

n
children,eighteen

grandchildren,sixty-fi
ve

great
grandchildren,and

a
com

m
unity

of
nearly

200,000
u-chim

ps
influenced

in
som

e
w
ay

by
her

lifetim
e
of

guiding
advocacy.
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2077
-
The

Am
erican

Realignm
ent

Follow
ing

the
third

contested
election

in
a
row

,the
new

governor
of

Florida
declared

that
the

state
w
ould

no
longer

send
taxes

to
D
C
,and

began
restricting

the
flow

of
goods

from
its

coastaland
space

ports
untilits

preferred
candidate

w
as

seated
as

president.D
C
m
obilized

the
m
ilitary

and
nationalguard,and

the
governor

of
Florida

dem
anded

the
backing

of
neighboring

states.Internalconflicts
w
ithin

the
m
ilitary

ranks
began

to
rise

as
states

began
taking

sides.A
labam

a’s
governor

im
m
ediately

took
the

side
of

Florida
and

other
states

began
form

ing
alliances.Texas

and
O
klahom

a
declared

joint
neutrality.G

eorgia,South
C
arolina,N

orth
C
arolina,and

V
irginia

allied
in
rejection

of
Flordabam

a,despite
recognizing

m
any

of
the

sam
e
grievances

and
dem

anded
a
peacefulsolution.A

rkansas,Tennessee,
K
entucky,W

V,M
issouri,K

ansas,and
N
ebraska

form
ed

a
block

in
support

of
the

U
S,as

did
N
ew

England.M
ississippiand

Louisiana
w
ere

the
m
ost

conflicted
untilan

attack
on

U
S-loyal

soldiers
at

C
am

p
Pow

ellbegan
a
civilw

ar,and
Louisiana

and
M
ississippijoined

the
Texan

alliance.

N
ine

years
of

legal,m
ilitary,and

politicalshow
dow

ns
resulted

in
a
transfer

of
pow

er
from

the
federalgovernm

ent
to

four
regionalstate

collectives:

●
Pacifi

ca,m
ade

up
of

the
w
est-coast:C

alifornia,O
regon,W

ashington,N
evada,N

ew
M
exico

and
A
rizona.

●
O
yate

N
i’na

Tan’ka
M
akobdaye

ka
H
eitanka

(O
N
TM

H
),m

ade
up

of
C
olorado,The

D
akotas,Idaho,K

ansas,M
ontana,N

ebraska,U
tah,W

yom
ing,and

parts
of

A
lberta,

Iow
a,M

anitoba,M
innesota,M

issouri,and
Saskatchew

an.

●
The

Independent
States

of
Am

erica,m
ade

up
of

m
ost

of
the

gulf
coast

south:
Florida,Texas,A

labam
a,Louisiana,M

ississippi,etc.

●
The

U
nited

States
of

Am
erica:the

rem
aining

states
of

the
north

east
and

central
continent

rem
ained

w
ithin

the
U
nited

States,although
m
any

form
ed

regionalstate
com

pacts
and

m
uch

of
the

authority
of

the
federalgovernm

ent
w
as

shifted
to

these
states

and
their

state
collectives.

In
practice,this

doesn’t
routinely

aff
ect

day-to-day
traveland

living.C
om

m
erce

and
m
igration

betw
een

these
entities

is
largely

unrestricted,as
in
the

current
U
S
and

EU
,and

the
sam

e
is
true

for
m
igration

and
trade

w
ith

M
exico,C

anada
and

centraland
south

A
m
erica.

B
orders

overallare
m
uch

less
m
ilitarized

than
in
the

present
day.The

m
ost

notable
eff

ects
are

prim
arily

seen
in
nationalidentity.
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The
U
nited

States
of

Am
erica:the

rem
aining

states
of

the
north

east
and

centralcontinent
rem

ained
w
ithin

the
U
nited

States,although
m
any

form
ed

regionalstate
com

pacts
and

m
uch

of
the

authority
of

the
federalgovernm

ent
w
as

shifted
to

these
states

and
their

state
collectives.
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Atlantica
A
n
undersea

city
located

on
the

Sulde
A
zores

Seam
ount

in
the

A
tlantic

ocean.M
ajor

industries
include

server
m
aintenance

for
fast

connections
betw

een
both

the
eastern

A
m
eriacas

and
Europe,tourism

,as
w
ellas

any
industry

that
benefi

ts
from

the
cheap,

reliable
cooling

or
generalisolation

available
deep

underw
ater.It

is
the

hom
e
to

several
globally

im
portant

biobanks,including
the

A
tlantica

seedbank.

A
tlantica

is
listed

as
a
location

because
it
w
as

used
in
an

as-yet
unpublished

cam
paign.It

is
included

as
an

exam
ple

of
w
hat

undersea
settlem

ents
look

like.

Black
Rock

City
A
perm

anent
settlem

ent
that

grew
out

of
the

annualB
urning

M
an

festivalheld
annually

in
the

N
evada

desert.

O
ff
w
orld

Perm
anent

residents
living

in
orbit,on

Luna,and
on

M
ars

are
know

n
in
English

as
Spom

itapi,
a
derivative

of
the

Siksiká
nam

e
for

the
m
ythicalsky

people
from

stories
told

by
m
any

of
the

fi
rst

people
of

the
A
m
ericas.A

lthough
the

term
technically

applies
to

allextraplanetary
residents,in

practice
it
is
m
ost

associated
w
ith

residents
of

orbitalhabitats,as
residents

of
the

M
oon

and
M
ars

tend
to

identify
them

selves
as

Lunaeans
and

M
artians.The

residents
of

Earth
are

know
n
by

m
any

term
s,but

the
offi

cialterm
used

in
m
ost

legalcontexts
is
G
aiean.

The
facts,experiences,and

stories
of

people
living

off
Earth

are
an

exciting
branch

of
the

Fully
A
utom

ated!w
orld

that
is
currently

lim
ited

w
ithin

this
m
anual.This

content
is
being

developed
in
the

fi
rst

expansion
for

the
gam

e
(Fully

A
utom

ated:M
axim

um
G
!).If

you’re
interested

in
w
orking

on
this

expansion,please
contact

the
authors.The

follow
ing

is
a
loose

assem
bly

of
basic

places
and

facts.

Luna
D
evelopm

ent
on

Luna
has

proceeded
steadily

since
astronauts

returned
to

settle
it
alm

ost
one

hundred
years

earlier
in
the

2020s.It’s
a
m
ix
of

industrialfacilities
and

traveland
recreation

areas.A
s
the

Seeker
faith

has
grow

n,Luna’s
culturaland

physicalpresence
as

a
staging

ground
for

the
trip

out
to

our
neighboring

planet
has

continued
to

grow
.

KohlrabiLunar
city

state

K
ohlrabiis

a
com

plex
of

confederated
cities

and
settlem

ents
around

the
southern

pole
of

Luna.

Travelbetw
een

Low
Earth

O
rbit

and
the

M
oon

A
pollo

took
3
days.

A
t
1G

continuous
acceleration

and
deceleration,it’d

take
~3

hours.
A

typicaltransit
is
24

hours,although
expedited

can
be

14-16.

M
ars

The
fi
rst

settlem
ents

on
M
ars

occurred
in
2034.O

ver
the

next
six

years
various

nations
and

groups
sent

settlers
to

spend
increasingly

long
durations

building
increasingly

durable
and

184

2050s
and

‘60s
-
The

M
elt

The
M
elt

is
the

term
used

to
describe

a
transition

in
the

globalorder
that

took
place

during
the

m
iddle

of
the

tw
enty-fi

rst
century.A

s
w
ith

any
transition

in
globalpow

er
and

practice,it
has

no
concrete

date
or

term
s,but

exists
to

capture
an

understanding
that

is
plainly

recognized
both

w
ithin

historiography
and

the
m
ainstream

understanding
of

how
the

civilization
functions.

Like
the

transition
from

the
colonialera

to
the

decolonialera,the
M
elt

is
fi
rm

ly
associated

w
ith

the
expansive

changes
that

occurred
during

and
follow

ing
the

G
lobalC

lim
ate

W
ars.

There
is
no

succinct
w
ay

to
describe

the
transition,w

hich
took

diff
erent

form
s
in
diff

erent
places.B

ut
by

the
end

of
the

60’s,even
hold-outs

w
ere

forced
to

adapt
to

the
end

of
the

capitalist
era

and
the

beginning
of

the
post-neoliberalera.The

success
of

regions
w
hich

em
braced

a
locally-structured

m
axim

ally
dem

ocratic
post-scarcity

econom
y
w
as

in
part

due
to

an
ability

to
com

fortable
off

er
high

quality
of

life
that

w
as

readily
capable

of
w
elcom

ing
im

m
igrants.For

a
brief

period,the
laggard

nations
celebrated

the
reduction

of
inw

ard
m
igration

untilthe
rem

aining
capitalists

realized
that

in
a
w
orld

w
here

w
orkers

could
easily

m
igrate

to
places

that
off

ered
post-scarcity

conditions,there
w
as

sim
ply

no
longer

a
w
ay

to
sustain

the
com

pulsory
labor

on
w
hich

late-stage
capitalism

relied.

2061
-
Cookie

Charahandra
publishes

“Peanuts,Pow
er,and

the
Future”

In
2058,the

nineteen-year-old
C
ookie

C
harahandra

becam
e
the

fi
rst

u-chim
p
to

com
plete

a
m
asters

degree.H
er

thesis,“Peanuts,Pow
er,and

the
Future:A

n
A
nalysis

of
Possible

Futures
for

H
um

an-U
plift

D
ynam

ics”
becam

e
a
sensation.Soon

after
graduating,C

harahandra
captivated

w
orldw

ide
attention.In

“Peanuts”,C
harahandra

m
ade

the
case

that
w
hat

w
as

erroneously
considered

as
“H

um
an

C
ivilization”

had
alw

ays
been

a
m
ulti-species

coalition
civilization

in
w
hich

the
dom

inant
species

–
hum

ans
–
failed

to
recognize

the
contributions

of
their

partner
species.B

y
overlooking

dependence
on

coalition
partners

such
as

bees,horses,
cats,and

livestock
anim

als,hum
ans

acted
as

a
corrupt

and
ineff

ective
leader

species
of

the
G
aian

civilization.C
harahandra

then
outlined

the
benefi

ts
that

additionalsapient
and

highly
com

m
unicative

parahum
an

species
could

provide
to

strengthen
this

civilization.Finally,
C
harahandra

outlined
the

steps
w
hich

w
ould

build
thriving,actualized

com
m
unities

of
“uplifts”

(as
enhanced

parahum
ans

w
ere

know
n
at

the
tim

e).These
consisted

of
robust

m
utualaid

netw
orks

to
provide

suffi
cient

food,housing,child
care

assistance,m
edicalcare,

and
education

to
enable

u-chim
ps

and
other

enhanced
parahum

ans
to

reproduce
at

rate
only

lim
ited

by
individualpreference.

This
m
anifesto

w
as

highly
m
otivating

to
m
any

people.Seekers
in
particular

found
a
great

dealof
intersection

betw
een

C
harahandra’s

vision
of

interspecies
cooperation

and
their

ow
n

desire
to

better
understand

hum
ans

from
outside

of
the

species,and
possibly

one
day

form
partnerships

w
ith

extraterrestrialcivilizations.In
the

context
of

The
M
elt,it

struck
a
chord.

Tw
o
years

later,C
harahandra

and
a
dozen

other
u-chim

ps
founded

the
H
om

inid
League

for
Just

U
plift

(H
LJU

).This
w
as

a
transform

ative
and

defi
ning

period
for

the
fi
rst

generation
of

enhanced
parahum

ans,and
led

to
an

explosive
population

boom
of

u-chim
ps

and
other

enhanced
parahum

ans.
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2053
-
The

SteelCity
U
prising

In
the

2040s
and

'50s,city
governm

ents
becom

e
increasingly

dependent
on

m
utualaid

societies
to

keep
civilorder

and
restrain

socialcollapse.W
ith

police
and

city
governm

ents
fundam

entally
helpless

to
address

the
w
idespread

socialprecarity
that

w
as

unavoidable
under

late-stage
capitalism

,neighborhood
aid

societies
em

erged
as

the
prim

ary
backstop

against
houselessness,crim

es
of

poverty,publicly
visible

m
entalcrises,and

allthe
other

issues
that

w
ealthy

landow
ners

dem
and

be
kept

invisible.C
ities

began
subsidizing

the
aid

societies,w
hich

allow
ed

them
to

grow
their

operations
and

em
ploy

and
train

m
ore

full-tim
e

organizers.It
m
ade

for
a
bitter

partnership,as
the

aid
societies

w
ere

hotbeds
of

political
activism

fom
enting

anger
at

the
w
ealthy

taxbase
that

reluctantly
funded

their
operations.In

tim
e,the

land-ow
ning

class
cam

e
to

believe
the

aid
societies

to
have

been
tam

ed.

In
July

of
2053,how

ever,an
incident

of
police

violence
in
East

Liberty
engaged

in
a

full-scale
rent

strike.Police-led
attem

pts
to

evict
residents

led
to

riots,and
am

idst
the

escalating
tensions

the
SteelC

ity
aid

society
that

served
the

area
com

m
unicated

to
the

city
that

if
peace

w
ere

to
be

restored,the
city

w
ould

need
to

fully
w
ithdraw

the
police

from
the

neighborhood
and

cede
fullcontrolto

the
residents,w

hile
inform

ing
the

landlords
that

no
further

revenue
w
as

com
ing.A

s
the

neighborhood
w
as

at
this

point
already

providing
their

ow
n
public

safety,education,urgent
care,w

aste
m
anagem

ent,and
socialsafety

net,the
neighborhood

declared
the

city
governm

ent’s
authority

nulland
void.The

m
ayor

com
pelled

the
chief

of
police

to
agree

to
a
four

w
eek

suspension
of

activity.Infuriated,the
governor

then
sent

the
N
ationalG

uard
to

lay
siege

to
East

Liberty
and

put
dow

n
the

uprising.

Soon,footage
of

their
behavior

inspired
neighborhoods

across
the

north
side

of
the

city
to

do
the

sam
e.A

fter
8
m
onths,the

uprising
ended

w
hen

the
city

signed
agreem

ents
to

lim
it

police
presence,pass

a
robust

renter
billof

rights,and
w
aive

legalaction
for

allpending
lease

violations.The
city

tried
to

fram
e
it
as

a
victory,but

the
events

w
ere

instructive
to

m
ore

uprising
w
hich

w
ould

follow
.

2054
-
The

Beanm
ealRevolution

Follow
ing

the
SteelC

ity
U
prising,m

utualaid
society-led

uprisings
becom

e
an

increasingly
com

m
on

occurrence.B
y
2054,the

ubiquity
of

neighborhood
revolution

had
reached

a
nationalscale,and

eff
ectively

becom
e
a
new

front
in
the

G
lobalC

lim
ate

W
ars.A

key
influence

w
as

the
ubiquity

of
a
vat-grow

n
engineered

algae
called

"beanm
eal".Perfected

by
the

Spom
itapi,revolted

against
nations

to
adopt

a
universalist

posture,instructions
for

its
production

enabled
aid

societies
to

produce
a
foodstuff

that
could

be
m
anufactured

in
a

w
ide

variety
of

nutritionalcom
positions

and
textures

on
any

rooftop
w
ith

m
odest

sunlight.
A
long

w
ith

artistic,technological,and
intellectualleadership

from
com

m
unities

across
the

globalsouth
w
ho

had
eff

ected
sim

ilar
rebellions

in
the

‘30s
and

‘40s,the
aid

societies
held

strong.A
nd

bogged
dow

n
in
extrem

e
w
eather

disasters,uncontrolled
m
igration,and

internationalconflicts,federaland
state

governm
ents

endurance
gave

out.B
y
2056,there

w
as

a
w
idespread

acknow
ledgem

ent
that

the
revolution

had
w
on,as

m
ore

and
m
ore

cities
institutionalized

the
aid

societies'structures
into

controlover
city

governance
and

brazenly
transferred

controlof
private

housing
to

the
com

m
ons

in
naked

defi
ance

of
legalauthority.
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self-suffi
cient

structures.This
process

resem
bled

a
sim

ilar
one

proceeding
on

Luna
until

2040
w
hen

surveyors
discovered

a
m
assive

cave
com

plex
containing

an
extensive

com
plex

of
gargantuan,deliberately

constructed
cham

bers.Their
lights

traced
out

sm
ooth,flat

stone
w
alls

and
geom

etric,cathedral-like
ceilings

in
cham

ber
after

cham
ber,and

the
subsequent

astonishm
ent

of
evidence

of
another

civilization
having

been
present

in
our

solar
system

m
illions

of
years

before
our

civilization
ignited

a
fi
re

of
spiritualism

and
reverence.The

point
of

entry
cam

e
to

be
know

n
as

the
Eden

C
aves

after
the

Eden
Valley

(w
hich

w
as

nam
ed

before
the

discovery,though
this

fact
is
often

m
isrem

em
bered).The

discovery
quickly

birthed
a
diverse

faith
group

that
cam

e
to

be
know

n
as

Seekerism
.

From
the

First
Seeker

C
onference

in
A
ntw

erp
in
2046

it
w
as

clear
that

m
illions

of
people

had
felt

called
to

a
higher

purpose
by

the
discovery

of
the

Eden
C
aves.A

dditionally,it
w
as

clear
that

m
any

of
them

had
no

further
agreem

ent
on

the
centralm

eaning
of

this
revelation

beyond
its

im
portance.

Seekers
have

no
universalstatem

ent
of

faith.Som
e
Seekers

adhere
to

a
com

plex
and

specifi
c
m
ythology

that
claim

s
to

know
far

m
ore

about
these

ancient
M
artians

than
is
based

in
fact.O

thers
largely

eschew
traditionaldogm

as
but

consider
the

ancient
and

largely
m
ysterious

M
artians

an
inspiration

to
w
hat

hum
ans

could
one

day
achieve

tow
ard

w
hich

they
devote

them
selves.Still,m

ost
Seekers

continue
to

em
brace

their
um

brella
term

.Their
broadly

shared
infatuation

w
ith

visiting
M
ars

forced
m
any

people
w
ith

w
idely

diff
ering

view
points

to
collaborate

how
ever

necessary
in
order

to
plan

and
resources

a
constantly

expanding
travelprogram

m
eant

to
provide

anyone
interested

w
ith

the
opportunity

to
m
ake

a
pilgrim

age
or

im
m
igrate.

Throughout
the

rest
of

the
2040s

and
the

2050s
this

took
the

form
of

lobbying
governm

ents
to

constantly
increase

their
investm

ents
in
space

traveland
M
artian

research.It
also

took
the

form
of

constantly
organizing

to
increase

their
presence

w
ithin

the
ranks

of
space

program
s
and

the
researchers

and
w
orkers

sent
to

M
ars.D

uring
the

years
of

the
G
lobal

C
lim

ate
W
ar,flights

to
M
ars

w
ere

few
and

attention
on

Earth
turned

aw
ay

from
the

colonization
eff

ort.This
w
as

a
form

ative
tim

e
for

the
M
artian

pioneers
during

w
hich

their
sense

of
identity

and
culture

rapidly
grew

.In
the

post-w
ar

2070s
G
aians

(as
the

people
of

Earth
cam

e
to

be
know

n)travelpicked
up

sharply.The
post-w

ar
m
indset

w
as

fertile
ground

for
the

m
essage

and
goals

that
Seekers

had
been

proposing.It
w
as

during
this

tim
e
that

travelto
M
ars

m
oved

decisively
from

som
ething

available
to

scientists
and

w
orkers

tow
ard

som
ething

intended
to

m
eet

a
the

dem
and

from
anyone

w
ho

w
ished

to
w
itness

such
a

m
onum

entalw
onder

in
person

or
dedicate

them
selves

to
the

service
of

a
new

w
orld.

B
y
the

2080s
m
any

relocation
assistance

program
s
had

em
erged.The

grow
ing

num
ber

of
practicing

Seekers
created

a
sizable

base
of

donors
and

volunteers
to

assist
w
ith

the
resourcing

of
large,regular

trips
to

M
ars

and
expanding

colonies
to

feed
and

house
visitors

and
im

m
igrants.M

ost
Seekers

recognized
that

it
w
ould

be
a
long

tim
e
before

an
opportunity

to
visit

or
m
ove

w
ould

be
available

to
allof

them
.Even

so,by
the

50th
anniversary

of
the

First
Seeker

C
onference

in
2096

there
w
as

a
clear

recognition
that

the
goallaid

out
in
their

early
conferences

–
to

m
ake

travelavailable
to

the
m
asses

–
w
as

com
ing

to
fruition.
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A
s
of

the
2120s,there

are
over

a
m
illion

perm
anent

residents
living

on
M
ars

across
over

120
colonies.The

debate
over

w
hether

to
use

the
caverns

in
Eden

Valley
as

living
space

for
the

settlem
ent

eff
ort

has
persisted

since
their

discovery,but
eighty

years
on

the
preservationists

have
continued

to
m
aintain

m
ore

influence
than

the
utilizationists.Though

the
Eden

Valley
contains

a
thriving

city,the
caverns

rem
ain

a
sacred

park.Their
exploration

rem
ains

ongoing
and

they
see

over
a
thousand

visitors
a
day,but

they
rem

ain
essentially

unm
odifi

ed
from

the
state

in
w
hich

they
w
ere

discovered.

Travel

Every
tw
o
year

transfer
period

carries
~70,000

visitors
and

em
igrants,on

~70
arc

ships
each

carrying
1000

people.
To

ease
reception,they

are
staggered

to
each

arrive
a
w
eek

apart,
and

to
depart

once
a
day

for
70

days.
This

doesn’t
include

the
transfer

of
M
artians

back
to

Earth
to

visit,the
m
issionaries,or

the
returning

m
artians.

M
ars-to-Earth

ships
are

roughly
half-em

pty,w
ith

around
40,000

people
returning

during
each

transfer
period.

Earth
O
rbit

to
M
ars

O
rbit

A
t
the

turn
of

the
tw
enty-fi

rst
century

the
trip

from
Earth

to
M
ars

took
roughly

270
days

(9
m
onths)during

the
idealw

indow
.
In

the
2120s

a
typicaltrip

takes
150

days
at

closest
approach

(4
m
onths);Som

e
take

up
to

6
m
onths.The

current
record

for
fastest

crew
ed

trip
sits

at
89

days,and
the

fastest
uncrew

ed
trip

sits
at

52
days.

Earth’s
orbitalperiod

is
365

days
(1
year).

M
ars’is

687
days

(1.9
years).

The
transfer

orbit
period

is
~600

days
(1.6

years).
The

ideallaunch
position

occurs
every

26
m
onths

(780
days)

Frequency
of

flights
betw

een
Earth

and
M
ars

based
on

relative
distance

These
days

are
relative

to
the

ideallaunch
w
indow

.M
ore

info
here:H

ow
long

does
it
take

to
get

to
M
ars?

|Space

D
ay

-390:
W
orst

launch
day.

N
O
FLIG

H
TS.

D
ay

-90
-
-30:

18%
of

flights
D
ay

-30
-
+30:

46%
of

flights
D
ay

30
-
60:

23%
of

flights
D
ay

60
-
90:

7%
of

flights
D
ay

90
-
180:

13%
of

flights
D
ay

180
-
299:

1%
of

flights.
M
ost

are
high

speed
transfers

of
urgent

m
edicines

or
people.

D
ay

301
-
420:

The
second

half
of

the
6
m
onth

blackout
period.

D
ay

420
-
510:

15%
of

flights
take

place
during

this
w
indow
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2050
-
2057

-
The

G
lobalClim

ate
W
ars

C
onflicts

over
m
igration

and
access

to
rare

m
inerals

boiled
over.A

s
the

key
dates

to
reach

carbon
neutrality

arrived,leaders
around

the
w
orld

patted
them

selves
for

getting
the

job
alm

ost
80%

done.The
obviously

insuffi
cient

eff
ort

displaced
m
illions

at
the

sam
e
tim

e
that

historically
w
ealthy

nations
got

into
increasingly

aggressive
postures

over
access

to
w
ater

and
the

m
inerals

contained
in
nodules

on
the

ocean
floor

needed
to

feed
an

insatiable
appetite

for
“green”

grow
th.

The
escalation

spiraled
out

of
controlas

leaders
channeling

their
im

potence
and

frustration
over

an
inability

to
spend

their
w
ay

out
of

clim
ate

catastrophes
focused

every
m
ore

m
yopically

on
the

one
thing

stillin
their

pow
er:m

urdering
nationalenem

ies.W
idespread

discontent
required

governm
ents

to
devote

ever
m
ore

scarce
resources

to
im

posing
pow

er
through

violence
dom

estically
as

w
ellas

internationally,and
the

boundaries
of

the
w
ar

w
ere

soon
as

often
w
ithin

nations
as

betw
een

them
.A

s
the

sense
that

the
w
orld

w
as

approaching
an

annihilation
event

grew
deafening,soldiers

began
defecting

w
ith

increasing
regularity,

starting
at

the
low

est
ranks

and
w
orking

up
untilthose

w
ith

nothing
left

to
lose

m
etaphorically

(and
in
one

case
literally)tackled

the
w
eapons

of
m
ass

violence
out

of
their

leaders’hands.

2051
-
The

Kessler
Cataclysm

of
‘51

Throughout
the

2040s
and

early
2050s

the
m
ilitarization

of
space

becam
e
an

increasingly
dire

concern,particularly
am

ong
those

living
off

w
orld.A

fter
a
series

of
near

m
isses,the

w
orst

cam
e
to

pass
w
hen

an
attem

pt
to

disable
a
w
eaponized

satellite
triggered

a
cascade

event
that

fi
lled

orbit
w
ith

trillions
of

pieces
of

fast-m
oving

debris
that

destroyed
a
quarter

of
existing

infrastructure
in
in
low

-earth
orbit

and
rendered

the
region

unpassable
for

the
foreseeable

future.C
ut

off
from

the
ground

by
the

short-sighted
rock-throw

ing
of

their
host

nations,a
long

sim
m
ering

com
m
unalidentity

rapidly
revealed

itself.O
ne

of
its

fi
rst

dem
onstrations

w
as

the
disposalof

allm
ilitary

ordinance
by

the
furious

denizens
of

orbit.
A
m
idst

a
terrifying

gam
e
of

R
ussian

roulette,they
realized

that
if
any

m
om

ent
could

be
their

fi
nalone,they

w
ould

m
ake

their
last

act
a
spitefulrejection

of
their

w
arm

ongering
patreon

nations.For
nearly

tw
o
w
eeks,satellites

passing
over

the
m
ost

rem
ote

areas
of

the
south

Pacifi
c
unloaded

their
entire

stocks
of

projectiles,vow
ing

never
to

allow
another

off
ensive

w
eapon

platform
to

share
their

space.

W
hat

follow
ed

w
as

nearly
a
decade

of
struggle,as

the
early

tools
being

tested
for

in-situ
resource

utilization
w
ere

forced
into

prem
ature

use.It
w
as

during
these

years
that

the
residents

off
-w

orld
–
and

those
in
orbit

in
particular

–
began

to
identify

as
“Spom

itapi”,
taken

from
the

Siksiká
w
ord

for
the

cross-culturallegends
of

the
Sky

People
w
ho

cam
e
from

the
heavens

to
care

for
the

earth.
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carbon
off

sets.A
t
the

sam
e
tim

e,they’d
neglected

to
perform

any
m
eaningfulsustainable

forestry
services

as
contracted.D

uring
the

trial,experts
testifi

ed
to

the
w
ell-know

n
fact

that
carbon

off
sets

w
ere

a
junk

science
that

did
not

m
eaningfully

address
the

clim
ate

crisis,and
that

the
fi
re

danger
created

by
hundreds

of
thousands

of
acres

of
neglected

land
w
as

w
ell

know
n.

The
judgm

ent
put

G
reen

G
row

th
C
lim

ate
Solutions

out
of

business
and

crashed
the

m
arket

for
carbon

off
sets.It

also
created

a
scandalfor

the
B
ureau

of
Land

M
anagem

ent,w
hich

w
as

w
holly

under-resourced
and

unequipped
to

fulfi
lltheir

legalresponsibilities
to

m
anage

the
vast

tracts
of

land
that

now
returned

to
their

oversight.A
solution

cam
e
in
the

form
ofThe

Yurok
People

v.the
Bureau

ofLand
M
anagem

ent
in
2042.

A
s
soon

as
the

G
reen

G
row

th
case

w
rapped,the

Yurok
People

brought
a
suit

to
enforce

section
33

of
the

FO
R
EST

A
ct

of
2028.In

the
trialagainst

G
reen

G
row

th
it
had

been
show

n
that

the
land

belonging
to

the
B
ureau

of
Land

M
anagem

ent
that

they’d
contracted

to
G
reen

G
row

th
and

privately
held

land
purchased

by
G
reen

G
row

th
that

had
reverted

to
B
LM

follow
ing

G
reen

G
row

th’s
dissolution

had
been

left
fallow

for
nearly

a
decade.In

a
crow

ning
achievem

ent
for

the
First

Peoples’legalm
ovem

ent,a
judge

concurred
that

these
circum

stances
fulfi

lled
section

33
of

the
FO

R
EST

act,and
granted

them
8,000

square
m
iles

of
territory.G

reen
G
row

th’s
practices

of
buying

up
land

and
then

ignoring
it
had

been
com

m
on

throughout
the

industry,and
as

the
m
arket

crashed
and

m
ore

suits
w
ere

brought
in
other

states,native
groups

reclaim
ed

the
overw

helm
ing

m
ajority

of
w
hat

had
becom

e
a
m
assive

privately
am

assed
land

bank.

Though
the

judgem
ents

w
ere

stinging,the
federalgovernm

ent
saw

a
silver

lining.
R
esponsibility

for
the

ever-grow
ing

problem
of

w
ildfi

res
now

rested
w
ith

the
native

groups
w
ho’d

w
on

their
cases.

O
ver

the
2040s,the

various
nations

of
the

fi
rst

peoples
m
anaged

to
surprise

the
doubters.

They
form

ed
the

C
ircle

of
N
ations

to
assist

in
inter-tribalm

anagem
ent

of
their

expansive
returned

territories.

They
turned

land
assum

ed
to

be
of

low
value

into
productive

food
forests,nature

reserves,
scientifi

c
centers,parks,and

traditionalhunting
preserves.W

hile
reducing

uncontrolled
fi
res,

they
turned

the
land

into
a
source

of
w
ealth

and
influence.They

granted
perm

issions
to

com
m
unes

w
hich

m
et

their
strict

qualifying
requirem

ents
to

live
upon

the
land

and
learn

their
techniques.They

fed
and

housed
them

selves
and

then
thousands

upon
thousands

m
ore.

B
y
the

2060s,the
C
ircle

of
N
ations

and
the

fi
rst

peoples
had

becom
e
a
highly

influential
force

w
ithin

A
m
erican

science
and

policy.A
s
society

at
large

underw
ent

a
radicalrethinking

during
the

years
follow

ing
the

Treaty
of

A
ntarctica,m

any
of

the
values

and
practices

of
the

fi
rst

people
fi
nally

saw
overdue

adoption
w
ithin

the
w
ider

culture
of

the
second

people.
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Internalizing
this

w
orld

enough
to

not
only

w
rite

w
ithin

it
but

im
provise

and
roleplay

w
ithin

it
is
a
big
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both
players
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G
M
s.

This
section
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descriptions
for

how
to

better
im
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all.
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